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Not a member?   You should join us!

Membership dues are tax deductible to the extent allowed by 

law. Dues are payable in September of  each program year.

Institutional/Corporate -- $1,000, Sustaining -- $500  Sponsoring -- $250,  

Supporting -- $100, General -- $50, Student -- $10.  Send check payable 

to WACCI to P.O. Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705. Membership fees are 

the only source of  funding for most WACCI programs.  Occasional 

programs are jointly sponsored by UIS or other community organizations.

We are looking for a volunteer to serve as webmaster for WACCI.  If  

you have experience in this area or have above average (not expert by 

any means) technology skills, then you may enjoy helping us keep our 

website up to date.  Please let Art Meyer, artmeyer@sbcglobal.net, 
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The Zika Virus: Dangers and Responses

            We have been hearing for over a year that the Zika virus  poses an increasing danger to 

human beings, especially the most vulnerable among us, 

newborn babies. The worst effects  on infants stem from 

microcephaly, which typically includes  an abnormally 

small brain, a partially collapsed skull, damage to the 

back of the eye, and a limited range of motion in joints. 

Not all babies born with congenital Zika infection will 

have all of these problems, however, some who do not 

have microcephaly at birth may later develop it later.

                Also associated with Zika infection is  Guillain-

Barré syndrome (GBS), an uncommon sickness  of the 

nervous  system that can affect adults. With GBS, a 

person’s  own immune system damages the nerve cells, 

causing muscle weakness, and sometimes paralysis.

                       Unfortunately, there is  no cure for Zika, so current approaches  feature prevention. 

Because the virus  is  spread most often through mosquito bites, prevention includes  the 

suppression of mosquito populations  in areas  of Zika outbreaks, personal use of mosquito 

repellants  and clothing resistant to mosquito penetration, as  well as  avoidance of areas  were 

Zika is  prevalent. Such areas  include several countries  in the Caribbean, Central America, the 

South Pacific, South America, and Southeast Asia. In the United States, they include parts  of 

Florida and Texas. By last August, 60 cases of  Zika infection had been documented in Illinois.

            Because infants  are at greatest risk, pregnant women are advised to avoid areas  of Zika 

outbreaks  and to be tested for the disease (a blood test). A test is  often necessary because the 

symptoms may be mild, such as fever, rash, joint pain and conjunctivitis (red eyes).

	 Our speaker, Dr. Janak Koirala, a specialist in infectious  diseases  at Southern Illinois  

University School of Medicine, will explain further the nature of the disease and give us  an 

update on medical advances  and attempts to protect the public. He has  published more than 30 

articles  and is  principal investigator for clinical studies  related to HIV, hepatitis  C, antibiotics, 

infectious diseases, and bioterrorism.
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Institutional & Corporate 
Members $1,000
University of Illinois at Spfld.
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SIU School of Medicine

Sustaining Members $500
David & Laurie Farrell
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Charles & Jean Adams
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Dr. Adarsh A. Kumar
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Jim & Barbara Lestikow 
Dick & Hannah McDaniel
Joseph & Lynn McMenamin
Norman & Vicki Megginson
Arthur & Kathy Meyer
George & Pat Michael
Capt. Patrick Noonan
Michael & Martha Plog
Robert Prentice & Roxanne Martin
Dave & Posy Robertson
Lawrence Roerig & Lisa Rusher
Mark Russillo & Thea Chesley
Stephen Schwark & Elaine Rundle
David & Virginia Scott
Kathy Shephard & Mark Smith
Larry Shiner & Catherine Walters

Baker & Nazmun Siddiquee

Robert & Natalie Silverman

James & Mary Ann Singleton

Spfld. Comm. on Int’l. Visitors

Harriet Steahly
James & Susan Stegeman
Harvey & Judy Stephens
Michael Sternstein
Warren & Barbara Stiska
Jack & Shirley Stoldt
Stephen & Lisa Stone
Jeffrey & Linda Storm
Bruce & Lois Strom
Wallace & Patricia Strow
Bradley & Carolyn Swanson
Adm. & Mrs. Ron Thunman

Don Tracy
Victor & Hannelore Trautmann
Penny & Bart Troy
Louis & Janet Von Behren
Robert & Anita Walbaum
Duke & Ann Walker

Roy & JoAnn Wehrle
Peter & Grace Wenz
Donald & Evelyn Yurdin

Members listed in bold have 
renewed for the 2016-17 program 
year as of Dec. 2, 2016.

Membership dues for the program 
year are payable each September.

To all WACCI members:

Thank you for your 
support!

Please detach and mail

Name		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Phone #	 	 	

Per meal cost:  ____Members $30     ____Non-Members $35

____ Number of  vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of  gluten-free meals requested	 	

Total enclosed $	 	          	 	 No. Attending	 	 	

Please Mail this form with check payable to:  WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705

                                                                                                                                                                             February -- Koirala

World Affairs Council of  Central Illinois

Dr. Janak Koirala

The Zika Virus: Dangers and Responses

                                                                                                             

Dinner in U of  I Springfield PAC Restaurant; Program in Brookens Auditorium

Reception 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:15 p.m.; Program 7:30 p.m.

The program is open to the public and is free.  See below for dinner costs.

MENU: 

	 	 	

SOUP:		 	 	 	

	

ENTREE:	 	 	 	 	 	

DESSERT:	 	

	 	 	 Beverages 	

Reservations are required for dinner and must be prepaid and received by January 31st.  There is no guarantee of  

seating beyond that date.  For the possibility of  late reservations, contact Michael Plog, 793-2509 or 

mbplog@comcast.net, to determine whether seating is available. 

The menu is not available at this 
time. Please check our website, 
www.wacci.us, after January 12 for 
the menu.  
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