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Communiqué
Monday, August 29

Obama’s Foreign Policy

We are honored to have an address  by 
our senior United States Senator, Dick Durbin, 
the 47th U.S. Senator of the State of Illinois. 
After serving from 1983 to 1997 in the House of 
Representatives for the district that includes 
Springfield,  Senator Durbin was elected to the 
United States Senate in 1996, assuming the seat 
of then-retiring Senator Paul Simon, for whom 
he was legal counsel from 1969 to 1972 when 
Simon was Lieutenant Governor of  Illinois.

	 Durbin has been re-elected three times to 
the Senate and in 2005 assumed the position of 
Party Whip,  making him the second highest 
ranking Democrat in the Senate. But he is  no partisan ideologue. He is well known for 
bi-partisan leadership and cooperation. He heads the Illinois Congressional Delegation, 
which includes  Republicans as well as  Democrats,  and is  a fixture in efforts of bi-
partisanship, such as in attempts at immigration reform.

The Senate divides its  tasks among 20 committees, dozens of subcommittees,  and 
4 joint committees,  and Senator Durbin has some of the most important and influential 
committee assignments. He is the first Illinois Senator in more than a quarter century to 
serve on the powerful Senate Appropriations  Committee, a position that has  helped him 
to secure funding for everything from veterans care and schools  to highways and 
healthcare clinics.  

	 Serving on the Rules Committee since 2007, Durbin has  helped push for 
improvements in the election process,  access to voting, Congressional transparency and 
ethics standards, and Senate floor procedural reform.

Of particular relevance to his  talk on foreign policy,  Senator Durbin served in 
2013 and 2014 as  Chairman of the Appropriations Committee’s  Subcommittee on 
Defense, and today is  the Subcommittee’s Ranking Democrat. He also became the 
founding Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee’s  Subcommittee on Human 
Rights and the Law,  the first standing body of the Senate focused on human rights, in 
2007.

His  education includes a J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center (1969) 
and, again of relevance to his talk, a B.S. in Foreign Services from the same university’s 
School of Foreign Service (1966). He lives here in Springfield with his  wife Loretta 
Durbin. 
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Upcoming WACCI Meetings

October 11

Juan Carlos Donoso

U.S. /Latin American Relations

November 10    

 Derek Reveron on China/U.S. cyber-

security relations problems

 

Not a member?   You should join us!

Membership fees are tax deductible to the extent allowed by 

law.

Institutional/Corporate -- $1,000, Sustaining -- $500  Sponsoring -- $250,  

Supporting -- $100, General -- $50, Student -- $10.  Send check payable 

to WACCI to P.O. Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705. Membership fees are 

the only source of  funding for most WACCI programs.  Occasional 

programs are jointly sponsored by UIS or other community organizations.

We are looking for a volunteer to serve as webmaster for WACCI.  If  

you have experience in this area or have above average (not expert by 

any means) technology skills, then you may enjoy helping us keep our 

website up to date.  Please let Art Meyer, artmeyer@sbcglobal.net, 
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Institutional & Corporate 
Members $1,000
University of Illinois at Spfld.

Lincoln Land Comm. College

SIU School of Medicine

Sustaining Members $500
David & Laurie Farrell

Sponsoring Members $250
Drew Davis

John & Jane Denby

Carolyn Kopel

Wilfred & Esther Lam

Robert & Naomi Lynn

Maurine & Hugo Magliocco

Public Sector Consulting, Terry 
& Georgia Hornbacker

Sally Robinson

Bill Schnirring

Carol Stocker

Elvin & Sharon Zook

Supporting Members $100
Ameriprise Financial, Steve Koch 

Charles & Jean Adams
Dick & Helen Adorjan
David & Riitta Anderson
Towfig & Beryl Arjmand
LuAnn Adkins
Mary Beaumont
Sandy Bellatti
Harry & Deborah Berman
Rich & Carolyn Berning
Elaine Birtch
Dennis Bowman
James & Georgiann Bredehoft
Ray & Anne Capestrain
Delinda Chapman
Richard & Phyllis Cheaney
Shi Lynn Coleman
Greg Collins

Michael & Adriana Crocker
Ed & Carolyn Cunningham
L. Gay Davidson
Cullom & Ann Davis

Derrel & Monica Davis

Fred J. Dietz
Karl Downing, DDS
Mary Anne Elson
Barbara Ferrara
Bill & Judith Feurer
Dr. Curtiss Floyd
Becky Grummon
Evelyn Grummon
Susan Hammond
Hanson Professional Services, S. 
Pecori
Jonathan & Loretta Hess
Rich Kerhlikar & Judith Barringer
George & Lynn King
Dennis & Susan Koch

Frank & Linda Kopecky
Dr. Adarsh A. Kumar
Robert Lanphier III
Jim & Barbara Lestikow 
Dick & Hannah McDaniel
Joseph & Lynn McMenamin
Norman & Vicki Megginson
Arthur & Kathy Meyer
George Michael
E. George Myers
Capt. Patrick Noonan
Mike & Drinda O’Connor
Michael & Martha Plog
Robert Prentice & Roxanne Martin
Kathryn Ransom
Dave & Posy Robertson
Lawrence Roerig & Lisa Rusher
Mark Russillo & Thea Chesley
Stephen Schwark & Elaine Rundle
David & Virginia Scott
Larry Shiner & Catherine Walters

Baker & Nazmun Siddiquee

Robert & Natalie Silverman

James & Mary Ann Singleton

Spfld. Comm. on Int’l. Visitors

Harriet Steahly
James & Susan Stegeman
Harvey & Judy Stephens
Michael Sternstein
Jack & Shirley Stoldt
Stephen & Lisa Stone
Jeffrey & Linda Storm
Bruce & Lois Strom
Wallace & Patricia Strow
Bradley & Carolyn Swanson

Adm. & Mrs. Ron Thunman
Don Tracy
Victor & Hannelore Trautmann
Penny & Bart Troy
Louis & Janet Von Behren
Duke & Ann Walker

Roy & JoAnn Wehrle
Peter & Grace Wenz
Donald & Evelyn Yurdin

Members listed in bold have 
renewed for the 2015-16 program 
year as of Jan. 12, 2016

To all WACCI members:

Thank you for your 
support!

Please detach and mail

Name		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Phone #	 	 	

Per meal cost:  ____Members $30     ____Non-Members $35

____ Number of  vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of  gluten-free meals requested	 	

Total enclosed $	 	          	 	 No. Attending	 	 	

Please Mail this form with check payable to:  WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705

                                                                                                                                                                                   August 29 -- Durbin

World Affairs Council of  Central Illinois

August 29th

Obama’s Foreign Policy

Senator Richard Durbin
                                                                                                             

Dinner in U of  I Springfield PAC Restaurant; Program in Brookens Auditorium

Reception 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:00 p.m.; Program 7:15 p.m.

The program is open to the public and is free.  See below for dinner costs.

MENU:  President Obama’s Favorites

	 	 	

SALAD:	 TOPOLOBAMPO SALAD -- Greens, Lime-Walnut Oil Vinaigrette, Vegetables & 

	 	 	 Tortilla Julis 	 	 	

	

ENTREE:	 BOURBON SALMON with Roasted Pine Nuts, Sauteed Cauliflower with mint, Red Pepper and 

	 	 Spinach Roasted Yukon Potatoes

	 	 	 	

DESSERT:	 APPLEMAC CRISP -- Granny Smith Apples, Macadamia Nuts, Cream, Caramel & Grand 

	 	 Marnier	

	 	 Breads/Beverages 	

Reservations are required for dinner and must be prepaid and received by August 22nd.  There is no guarantee of  

seating beyond that date.  For the possibility of  late reservations, contact Michael Plog, 793-2509 or 

mbplog@comcast.net, to determine whether seating is available. 

mailto:mbplog@comcast.net
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