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Upcoming WACCI Meetings 

March 6, 2018 
Venezuela 

April 16, 2018 - Earth Day 
Climate Change as a Civil and Human 
Rights Issue 

May 23, 2018 
Human Trafficking 

Michael Coppedge is Professor of  Political Science at the 
University of  Notre Dame and a Faculty Fellow of  the Kellogg 
Institute for International Studies, where he co-leads the Democ-
ratization Theory Research Cluster.  

He is also one of  the principal investigators of  the Varieties of  
Democracy project, which has produced new measures of  hun-
dreds of  aspects of  democracy and governance for nearly all 
countries since 1900.  

He is the author of  Democratization and Research Methods (Cam-
bridge University Press, 2012); Strong Parties and Lame Ducks: Presi-
dential Partyarchy and Factionalism in Venezuela (Stanford University 
Press, 1994); and dozens of  articles and chapters on democratization, research 
methods, and Latin American political parties and elections. His current research 
projects cover the nature, causes, and consequences of  democracy, especially 
democracy measurement and the diffusion of  democracy. 
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GREAT DECISIONS 2018
	 Let’s talk about crit-
ical global issues facing 
America:  
	 Great Decisions is 
America's largest discussion 
program on world affairs.  
The program involves read-
ing the Great Decisions 
Briefing Book, watching the 
DVD and meeting in a Dis-
cussion Group to discuss the 
most critical global issues 
facing America today. Each 
year the program provides 
background information 
and policy options for eight 
topics chosen by a panel of  
experts. This year it tackles 
critical issues from nuclear 

security to trade to the fu-
ture of  Europe.  
	 This year’s topics 
are as follows: 
•	 The waning o f  Pax 

Americana? 
•	 Russia’s foreign policy 
•	 China and America: the 

new geopol i t ica l 
equation 

•	 Media and foreign policy 
•	 Turkey: a partner in crisis 
•	 U.S. global engagement 

and the military 
•	 South Africa’s fragile 

democracy 
•	 Global health: progress 

and challenges 

	 The Great Decisions 
program has been devel-
oped by the nonpartisan 
F o r e i g n P o l i c y 
Association  located in New 
York, which was founded in 
1918 and its branches were 
the forerunners of  the inde-
pendent World Affairs 
Councils of  the 1950s. It 
serves as   a catalyst for de-
veloping awareness, under-
standing, and informed 
opinion on U.S. foreign pol-
icy and g lobal i s sues. 
Through its balanced, non-
partisan programs and pub-
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Please see our website 
www.mywacci.org for a 
complete list of  paid in-
dividual members!

Tuesday, March 6, 2018 
Michael Coppedge 

“Venezuela Collapses.”

Please see the e-mail ver-
sion of  this newsletter 
which contains active in-
ternet links for further 
internet browsing. 



MENU FOR MARCH 6, 2018 
SOUP:	 Venezuelan Cream Of  Butternut Squash Soup 

ENTREE:	 Roast Lamb, Chicken, And Chorizo 
	 	 With Beans, Spinach, And Peppers Over Rice 

DESSERT:	 Peach Flan With Fried Cinnamon Sugar Tortillas 

BEVERAGES: Coffee, Tea, Iced Water 

BAR:	 	 Wine, beer, other available beverages (CASH bar cost is separate from meal price) 

NOTE!! 	 Reservations are required for dinner and must be prepaid and received on or before February 27, 
2018. There is no guarantee of  seating beyond that date. In the event of  possible of  late reservations, contact Michael 
Plog, at 217-793-2509 or mbplog@comcast.net, to determine whether seating is available. Seating is limited to maxi-
mum room occupancy allowed by the Springfield Building Code. Please make your reservations early!! 

World Affairs Council of  Central Illinois 
Tuesday, March 6, 2018 

“Venezuela Collapses.” 

Venezuela used to be the richest country in South America and a showcase of  stable 
democracy. Now it is an unstable dictatorship with a collapsing economy.  

What happened? What's next? 

Michael Coppedge  
Kellogg Institute, Hesburgh Center, University of  Notre Dame 

Dinner: UIS Student Union; Program: UIS Student Union 
Reception 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:15 p.m.; Program 7:30 p.m. 

The program is open to the public and is free.  See below for dinner costs. 

Please detach and mail 

Name		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Phone #	 	 	  

Per meal cost:  ____Members $30     ____Non-Members $35	 	 	 MARCH 6, 2018 EVENT 

____ Number of  vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of  gluten-free meals requested	 	  

Total enclosed $	 	          	 	 No. Attending	 	 	  

Please Mail this form with check payable to:  WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705 
March 6, 2018

lications, the FPA encourages citizens 
to participate in the foreign policy 
process. In 1954, the Great Decisions 
program was launched in Oregon 
and has since spread all over the 
country and beyond. It has now be-
come the largest nonpartisan public 
education program on international 
affairs in the world. 
	 Following the past tradition, 
the World Affairs Council of  Central 
Illinois (WACCI) will hold the 2018 
Great Decisions Program during the 
months of  March and April. Here 
are the particulars about the pro-
gram: 
1. Location: Lincoln Public Li-
brary, Carnegie Room South/North, 
326 S. 7th Street Springfield, IL 
62701 (library phone: 217-753-4900; 
for library direction and parking in-
formation visit: http://www.lin-
colnlibrary.info/aboutus/HoursAnd-
Information.html#location. Parking 
in the underground garage of  the 

Library is free after 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and all day on Satur-
day and Sunday. There are several 
on-street, metered parking spaces 
surrounding the library.) 
2. Dates: Tuesdays during March 
20 - April 24, 2018, with one excep-
tion, the week of  April 9, which will 
be on Monday, April 9. The specific 
dates are : March 20, 27, April 3, 9, 
17, and 24. 
3. Time: 6:00 - 8:00 PM. 
4. Classroom Learning Materi-
als: 2018 Great Decisions briefing  
book provided to all registered par-
ticipants. 
5. Discussion Leaders: Dr. 
Stephen Schwark, Emeritus Profes-
sor, UIS; Dr. Adriana Crocker, Pro-
fessor of  Political Science, UIS; Dr. 
Frank Kopecky, Emeritus Professor, 
UIS; Dr. Roy Wehrle, Emeritus Pro-
fessor of  Economics and Environ-
mental Studies, UIS; and Dr. Baker 
Siddiquee. 
6. Program Registration & Fee: 
Registration to the program is limit-

ed to 25 and the Registration fee is 
$25 per person (by check only) for 
the six weeks program which covers 
the charge for the  2018 Great Deci-
sions briefing book (priced at $30.00 
plus shipping, if  purchased separate-
ly from FPA).  
	 Registration will begin on 
February 19 on a first-come-first 
serve basis and granted upon receipt 
of  the completed registration form 
and the $25 registration fee to The 
World Affairs Council of  Central 
Illinois. The registration form along 
with further information will be 
available and may be completed at 
the WACCI website: www.mywac-
ci.org. Individuals unable to attend 
the full six-week program may re-
quest to attend a particular program 
which may be granted on a case by 
case basis.  
	 For further information, in-
terested individuals are requested to 
contact program organizer Prof. 
Baker Siddiquee at bsidd1@uis.edu 
or by phone at 227-793-0040.  

Partnerships

Institutional & Corporate

Individual Memberships 
Sustaining: $500 
Sponsoring: $250 
Supporting: $100 

General: $50 
Student: $10 

WACCI MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 
Thank you For Your Support!
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