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Upcoming WACCI Meetings

January, 2018 - No Meeting  

February 1, 2018 
Health Care Systems Around the World 

March, 2018* 
Venezuela 

April 16, 2018 - Earth Day 
Climate Change as a Civil and Human 
Rights Issue 

May, 2018* 
TBD 

*Specific date to be announced

Thursday, February 1, 2018
Dr. Jerry Kruse, MD MSPH Dean & Provost SIU School of  Medicine 

“The US Healthcare System(s): Time for International Comparative Policy Analysis” 

Dr. Jerry Kruse was appointed Dean and Provost of the Southern Illinois University 
School of Medicine, on January 1, 2016. He has served in the dual role of Executive As-
sociate Dean of the SIU School of Medicine and CEO of SIU HealthCare, the 300 physi-
cian faculty practice plan, since January 2013. He will continue in his position as CEO of 
SIU HealthCare. Dr. Kruse is Professor of Family & Community Medicine (with tenure) 
and Professor of Medical Education at the SIU SOM, and has been on faculty at SIU for 
31 years. 

He has served many roles at SIU, including: Chair of the De-
partment of Family & Community Medicine (1996-2013), Residency 
Program Director for the SIU-Quincy Family Medicine Program 
(1991-2003), Director of Clinical Operations of the Quincy Family 
Medicine Center (1984-2003), Complex Office Laboratory Director 
of the Quincy Family Medicine Center and Quincy Center for Family 
Medicine FQHC (1984-present), Chair of the SIU SOM Educational 
Policy Council (the SIU SOM curriculum committee 2000-2011), 
and two terms on the Tenure and Promotions Committee.  

Dr. Kruse is a native of Salisbury, Missouri, and completed all of 
his training at the University of Missouri-Columbia – BA Chemistry 1975, MD 1979, 
Residency in Family & Community Medicine 1982, Robert Wood Johnson Fellowship in 
Academic Family Medicine 1984, MSPH 1984.  He has been an active member of the 
Society of Teachers of Family Medicine (President 2012-2013, chair of the Academic 
Family Medicine Advocacy Committee), the Association of Departments of Family Med-
icine (long time chair of the Legislative Affairs Committee), the Association of Family 
Practice Residency Directors, and the North American Primary Care Research Group.  He 
is currently a member of the Board of Directors for both the American Board of Family 
Medicine and for Family Medicine for America’s Health.  From 2007-2011, he served on 
the Council on Graduate Medical Education, the leading healthcare workforce policy 
body that advised HHS Secretaries Leavitt and Sebelius and the health care legislation 
authorizing committees of Congress.  

Dr. Kruse was a frequent member of a team that provided public health and acute med-
ical care in Honduras.  Dr. Kruse was a student of the interactions of biology and society. 
He has pioneered cooperative relationships between osteopathic and allopathic institu-
tions and inter-professional systems of care. Dr. Kruse has a special interest in cross-cul-
tural and population health to inform effective policies and improve health care systems. 
 He and his wife, Lois, have three children, Emily, a poet at Oregon State Univer-
sity-Cascades; Julie, an elementary and preschool teacher in Columbia, South Carolina;
and Anna, a biostatitician and PhD candidate in clinical epidemiology-maternal and child 
health at the University of North Carolina.  Among other things, Dr. Kruse enjoys golf, 
wine, trumpet and humorous poetry.  
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MENU FOR FEBRUARY 1, 2018
SALAD: Winter Salad of  Greens, Vegetables, Roasted Almonds, Apples, Sweet Onion Dressing
ENTREE: Grilled Chicken with Bleu Cheese, Roma Tomatoes, Pine Nuts, Balsamic Glaze

Cous Cous Pilaf  
Roasted Herbed Vegetables
Rolls

DESSERT: Assorted Gourmet Tortes 
Beverages: Coffee, Tea, Iced Water 

BAR: Wine, beer, other available beverages (CASH bar cost is separate from meal price)
NOTE!! Reservations are required for dinner and must be prepaid and received on or before January 25, 
2018. There is no guarantee of  seating beyond that date. In the event of  possible of  late reservations, contact Michael 
Plog, at 217-793-2509 or mbplog@comcast.net, to determine whether seating is available. Seating is limited to maxi-
mum room occupancy allowed by the Springfield Building Code. Please make your reservations early!!

World Affairs Council of  Central Illinois 
Thursday, February 1, 2018

“The US Healthcare System(s): 
Time for International Comparative Policy Analysis”

Dr. Jerry Kruse, MD MSPH Dean & Provost SIU School of  Medicine 

Dinner: UIS Student Union; Program: UIS Student Union
Reception 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:15 p.m.; Program 7:30 p.m. 

The program is open to the public and is free.  See below for dinner costs. 
University of  Illinois at Springfield Student Union

SEE MAP IN THIS NEWSLETTER (Or Visit www.mywacci.org)

The program is open to the public and is free.  See below for dinner costs. 

Please detach and mail 

Name Phone #

Per meal cost:  ____Members $30     ____Non-Members $35 FEBRUARY 1, 2018 EVENT

____ Number of  vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of  gluten-free meals requested

Total enclosed $ No. Attending

Please Mail this form with check payable to:  WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705
February 1, 2018

NPR ILLINOIS – WACCI PARTNERSHIP 

I am pleased to announce that on December 4, 2017, the Board of  Directors approved “A Memorandum of  
Understanding”, the culmination of  numerous conversations which resulted in the formation of  a Partnership be-
tween NPR Illinois and WACCI. The Partnership agreement covers a period from January 1, 2018 through June 
30, 2019. At the heart of  the Partnership is mutual program promotion to the general public, equal to $30,000 
in-kind value provided by both organizations.    

NPR Illinois will provide announcements of  all WACCI programs on NPR radio, website, community 
calendar, at least one e-newsletter, and consideration of  other advertising. Additionally, NPR Illinois will provide 
staff  to make audio or video recordings of  WACCI programs as possible. WACCI will list NPR Illinois as a Part-
ner Donor in each newsletter, and an ad to include the NPR Illinois logo on other program promotional materi-
als, and as possible, in external publications and communications. Additionally, at each program NPR Illinois sig-
nage will be displayed along with an opportunity, as possible, to welcome attendees at the beginning of  programs. 

The Board of  Directors and NPR Illinois are enthusiastic about the mutual benefit of  this Partnership. 

David Anderson, President 

Partnerships

Institutional & Corporate Members WACCI Individual 
Memberships 

Sustaining: $500 
Sponsoring: $250 
Supporting: $100 

General: $50 

WACCI MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 
Thank you For Your Support!

Please see our website 

www.mywacci.org 

For a complete list of  paid members!
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