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Monday, November 26 — “How World War I Changed the World”
University of Illinois Springfield Student Union Ballroom – 7:30 pm
On Page 2 there is information about speakers Dr. Christine A. Anderson 
and Mr. Karl L. Rubis and the focus of their presentations.

Wednesday, December 12 — “Colombia after the Drug War”
Hoogland Center for the Arts Club Room – 7:30 pm
On Page 3 there is information about speakers Dr. Stan Ruecker and Mr. Andrew Koch 
and the focus of their presentations followed by a Q&A panel discussion to be moderated 
by Dr. Adriana Piatti-Crocker.
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The public is invited to attend these free programs.

Prior to both programs, there is an opportunity to attend a Reception (cash bar) at 5:30 pm 
followed by Dinner (prepaid reservation) at 6:15 pm. Dinner Menus appear below.

Dinner Reservation Forms for each program are on Pages 2 and 3. Reservations must be 
prepaid and received on or before November 19 and  December 5 for each program. 
Seating is limited. For late reservations, call Registrar Lynn McMenamin (217-502-6956) 
about availability. 

November 2018 Menu
UIS Student Union Ballroom

WWI Participating Nations
Selection of International 

Cheeses

FRANCE
-Vichyssoise with Shrimp, 

and Aoili

RUSSIA
-Steak and Cheese Pie

-Braised Brussels Sprouts 
and Beets

GERMANY
-Black Forest Torte

December 2018 Menu
HCFTA’s Club Room 

Ensalada de Espinaca 
Spinach, Cucumber, Radish, Red Onion, Tomato 
& Finely Crumbled Feta tossed with Cilantro-Lime 

Vinaigrette 

Colombian Carne Asada with Green Sauce   
Served with Arepas de Queso, Frijoles Colombianos, 

Arroz Blanco, Fresh Avocado & Lime Wedge
-OR-

Sweet Potato, Corn & Black Bean Enchiladas
Served with Arepas de Queso, Frijoles Colombianos, 

Arroz Blanco, Fresh Avocado & Lime Wedge
 

Arroz con Leche Colombiano  
 
Decaf Coffee, Iced Water and Freshly Brewed Sweet Tea
Placed at Guest Tables With Cream, Sweetener and Stirrers 



World Affairs Council of Central Illinois
Monday, November 26, 2018 

Please detach and mail

Name __________________________________________________________ Phone# ___________________________

Per meal cost:    ____Members $30     ____Non-Members $35
____Number of vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________
Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705

November 26, 2018 Event
Dinner Reservation Form: Deadline - November 19

“How World War I Changed the World”

Speakers: Dr. Christine A. Anderson, Instructor at the Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School for Government and 
International Studies and affiliate faculty at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, VA.

Mr. Karl L. Rubis, U.S. Army Ordnance School and Ordnance Corps Historian in Petersburg, VA.

Reception 5:30 pm  |  Dinner 6:15 pm  |   Program 7:30 pm
Location: University of Illinois Springfield, Student Union Ballroom

Free parking on Lots G and J adjacent to the Student Union

 2018 marks 100 years since the end of World War I – “The Great War,” the “War to End All Wars.”However, the 20 th century continued 
to be scarred by devastating wars among nations. In commemorating the armistice on November 11, 1918 that ended World War I, the 
following interdisciplinary presentation illustrates the significant international and domestic effects of the world’s first global war.
 
 Mr. Karl L. Rubis will discuss how World War I witnessed the appearance of modern, mechanized warfare, 
yet the massive destructiveness over four years resulted in a stalemate with no clear victor. Following the war, 
each major country innovated new military systems and coped with the new international political regimes.
 Mr. Rubis has a M.A degree in American History and Military History from the University of Kansas and 
a B.A. degree in History from Pepperdine University. He also has a Certificate in International Relations from 
Johns Hopkins’ University School of Advanced International Studies. Mr. Rubis has taught courses at the 
University of Kansas, University of California at Los Angeles, Pepperdine University, and the University of 
Richmond. He is a member of the Society for Military History and has presented at its annual conferences. 
He has published articles and book reviews in Army History and other publications on military history and 
logistics. Mr. Rubis also is a graduate of the Naval War College who retired in 2016 from the U.S. Navy as a 
Naval Intelligence Officer.

 Dr. Christine A. Anderson will explore the war that provided a rapid turning point in the women’s 
movement and the rise of modern feminism in the Western world. The women’s movement experienced an 
array of achievements and setbacks, and had vast social and cultural implications upon people’s daily lives.  
 Dr. Anderson has a Ph.D. in British History, a Graduate Certificate in Women, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies, a M.A. in British History from the University of Kansas, and a B.A. in History from the College of 
Wooster. Her research interests include late 19th and early 20th century cultural history and women’s history. 
Dr. Anderson has published several book reviews and anthology chapters in Feminist Writings from Ancient 
Times to the Modern World: A Global Sourcebook and History, Volume II: 1900-2009. She has taught courses 
at the University of Kansas, Marymount University, Richard Bland College of William and Mary, University 
of Richmond, and Virginia Commonwealth University. Dr. Anderson is a member of the North American 
Conference on British Studies, The Victorians Institute, the American Historical Association and the National 
Women Studies Association.



World Affairs Council of Central Illinois
Wednesday, December 12, 2018 

Please detach and mail

Name __________________________________________________________ Phone# ___________________________

Per meal cost:    ____Members $30     ____Non-Members $35
____Number of vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________
Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705

December 12, 2018 Event
Dinner Reservation Form: Deadline - December 5

 “Colombia after the Drug War”

Speakers: Dr. Stan Ruecker, Professor, University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana
Mr. Andrew Koch, Peace Corp Volunteer

Moderator: Dr. Adriana Crocker, Professor, University of Illinois Springfield

Reception 5:30 pm  |  Dinner 6:15 pm  |  Program 7:30 pm
Location: Club Room – Hoogland Center for the Arts, 420 South 6th Street, Springfield 

Public Parking Garage (North of Hoogland at 6th and Capitol Ave.) 

 Dr. Stan Ruecker is the Anthony J. Petullo Professor in Design at the University of Illinois. For 
the past three years, he has been working with colleagues at the National University of Colombia, 
focusing most recently on design for peace in post-conflict zones. Dr. Ruecker will discuss the 50 
years of civil war in Colombia involving jungle fighting among four armies. In July 2017 the communist 
guerrillas known as the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) signed a peace treaty with 
the government. FARC unilaterally disarmed and began a process toward reincorporation into 
society that led to convening a diverse group of people to attend the International Development 
Design Summit, “Building Peace, Reconciliation through Co-creation”. It envisioned the design for a 
new future for all stakeholders to achieve reconciliation.

 Mr. Andrew Koch was born and raised in Springfield, Illinois. He graduated from Wake Forest 
University in 2014 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Finance and a minor in Spanish. From 2016 
through 2018, Mr. Koch served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Colombia where he supported small 
business development, micro-finance projects, and financial literacy initiatives. He will share his 
experience and perspective on day-to-day lives of people in the rural Caribbean region of Colombia, 
the Peace Corps, and small business development and micro-finance in Colombia. As a Peace Corps 
Volunteer, Mr Koch lived and worked for two years in the community of Fundación, Magdalena, 
Colombia. It has an estimated 60,000 residents, the majority of them living in vulnerable conditions 
and/or below the poverty line.

 Dr. Adriana Piatti-Crocker joined the UIS faculty in 2006. A native Argentinean, she is a professor 
of Political Science and teaches comparative politics and international relations courses with an 
emphasis on Latin American politics. Her 2017 book, Gender Quotas in South America’s Big Three: 
National and Subnational Impacts, focuses on policies intended to promote the inclusion of women 
in Latin America’s legislatures and their effects. Dr. Piatti-Crocker received the distinguished 2016 
Pearson Faculty Award that recognizes a faculty member whose performance exemplifies UIS 
commitment to excellence in teaching. In 2018, she became the first Presidential Fellow from UIS.  
Dr. Piatti-Crocker will moderate a panel discussion during the Question & Answer session.
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