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 The European Union is surrounded by 
countries with political and economic systems 
that do not conform to its values in two 
important ways. First, while the EU supports 
democracy and good governance, most 
of its neighbors in North Africa and Eastern 
Europe have embraced authoritarianism, 
despite occasional outbursts of democratic 
movements, such as the Maidan Revolution 
in Ukraine or the Arab Spring. And second, 
while the EU relies on the principles of the 
free market economy, many of its neighbors 
pursue economic policies that significantly 
distort market competition for political 
purposes. 
 The EU actively seeks to reduce these 
differences with neighboring countries by 
promoting pro-democracy and pro-free 
market reforms in its foreign policy. In this talk, 
Dr. Kourtikakis examines two types of foreign 
policy action the EU takes in this regard. The 
first is reaching out directly to governments 
with formal agreements that include penalties 
and rewards in exchange for reforms. And 
the second is providing technical support 
to government agencies, the civil society 
and business organizations, with the aim of 
helping them adopt democratic and free 
market norms and practices.  
 Dr. Kourtikakis is Teaching Associate 
Professor in the Department of Political 
Science at the University of Illinois at 

Thursday, May 9, 2019 
Speaker: Dr. Konstantinos Kourtikakis, Associate Professor of Political 
Science, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
“The European Union and Its Neighborhood”
Reception 5:30 pm  |  Annual Meeting 6:00 pm  |  Dinner 6:15 pm  |  
Program 7:30 pm
Location: Third floor, Club Room, Hoogland Center for the Arts, 420 S. 6th 
The public is invited to attend this free program. For dinner, see menu and 
reservation form on page 2.
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Urbana-Champaign, with a specialization 
in comparative and international politics. 
He also holds affiliations with the European 
Union Center and the Center for Global 
Studies. He received his PhD in Political 
Science from the University of Pittsburgh 
in 2007, and his BA in European and 
International Economics and Politics from 
the University of Macedonia, in Greece, in 
1997. His teaching and research interests 
revolve around the European Union and its 
external relations. His research examines 
the role of business and civil society 
networks in relations between the EU and 
its “international partners”, particularly the 
countries of Eastern Europe, North Africa and 
the Middle East, and most recently in EU-US 
relations.
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The European Union and Its Neighborhood



World Affairs Council of Central Illinois
Thursday, May 9, 2019 
Speaker: Dr. Konstantinos Kourtikakis, Associate Professor of Political Science, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
“The European Union and Its Neighborhood”
Reception 5:30 pm  |  Annual Meeting 6:00 pm  |  Dinner 6:15 pm  |  
Program 7:30 pm
Location: Third floor, Club Room, Hoogland Center for the Arts, 420 S. 6th 
The public is invited to attend this free program. 

Menu for 5.9.19

 The WACCI Annual Meeting will 
be held in the third-floor Club Room 
at the Hoogland Center for the Arts on 
Thursday, May 9 at 6:00 pm followed 
by dinner at 6:15 pm and program at 
7:30 pm. The main item of business 
will be to elect members to the 
Board of Directors. The Nominating 
Committee has developed to date a 
slate of nominees as follows: Maurine 
Magliocco (2nd 3-year term), Bruce 
Strom (2nd 3-year term), and Jolene 

Vollmer (1st 3-year term). 
 An additional Board nominee is 
expected to be added to the slate 
(1st 3-year term) to be presented at 
the Annual Meeting for election to 
the Board of Directors. Members may 
nominate other members, with their 
permission, for consideration by the 
members present to vote. However, 
the WACCI By-Laws stipulate a 
maximum of 15 people to serve on 
the Board of Directors. 

Please detach and mail

Name __________________________________________________________ Phone# ___________________________

Per meal cost:    ____Members $30     ____Non-Members $35
____Number of vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________
Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705

Location
 for 5.9.19

Reception, Annual 
Meeting, Dinner & 
Program
Hoogland Center 
for the Arts

May 9, 2019 Event
Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - May 1

WACCI ANNUAL MEETING – May 9
By David Anderson, President

CUCUMBER SALAD  
European Cucumber, Red Onion, Greek Yogurt and Fresh Dill 

ENTREE  
Vegetarian Burek 

Individual Coil of Layers of Phyllo filled with Feta Cheese, Cream Cheese and Fresh Dill 
Served with Roasted Potatoes and Serbian-Style Green Beans 

-OR- 
Cevapcici 

House-Made Serbian Lamb, Beef and Pork Sausages served over Lepinje Bread 
Served with Roasted Potatoes and Serbian-Style Green Beans

DESSERT  Layers of Chocolate Cake and Vanilla Whipped Cream 

BAR Wine, beer, soda, and available hard liquors 
(cash bar cost not included in meal price)

Dinner 
Reservations
Reservations are required for 
dinner and must be prepaid 
and received on or before 
May 1, 2019. There is no 
guarantee of seating beyond 
that date. In the event of 
possible late reservations, 
contact Lynn McMenamin, 
217-502-6956, lcm1300@
aol.com, to determine 
whether seating is available. 
Seating is limited to maximum 
room occupancy allowed 
by the Springfield Building 
Code. Please make your 
reservations early!!

See below for dinner costs.



WACCI Membership Form
WACCI membership is open to individuals and household members. The recommended time for the 
payment of annual membership renewals is September; the beginning of the program year (September 
through May). New members joining in the spring (April through June) will have their membership extend-
ed to the June following the current one. 

 WACCI membership is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City/State: _____________________________________________Zip: _________________

Phone Number (s):  ___________________________________________________________

Email Address:  _______________________________________________________________

WACCI members will be mailed the newsletter, Communiqué. If you also desire the email version 
of the newsletter, please check here:

____Please e-mail the WACCI Communiqué to me.

Please indicate your membership level:   

_____ Benefactors - $500  _____ Sustainers - $250   _____ Supporters - $100 

_____ Friends - $50   _____ Students - $10

At all membership levels, your name will be listed periodically in the Communiqué.

____  I would like to become a board member in the future
____ I would like to serve on a committee

Please mail a check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL  62705  

Please detach and mail

Institutional and 
Corporate Contributors

Partner: 
NPR Illinois

Educational Collaborators:

University of Illinois, Springfield
Lincoln Land Community 
College
SIU School of Medicine

 We encourage current 
members to renew their 
annual membership by 
October 1. At the start 
of the fiscal year, July 1, 
the operating balance is 
typically at its lowest level 
until membership dues are 
submitted. Membership 
dues provide the funding 
for speakers’ honoraria 
and travel expenses for 
the programs offered from 
September to May each 
year.  New members who 
sign up during the current 
last quarter of the fiscal year 
(April through June) will have 
their membership extended 
to June 30, 2020.

WACCI ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP DUES – 
2019-2020 Program 
Year 
By David Anderson, President

At the WACCI Programs in the Fall of 2018
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