
C O M M U N I Q U É

Bruce Strom
President
Barbara Lestikow
VP Membership and 
Financial Development
Kathy Johnson
VP Programming
Rochelle Arjmand
VP Publicity
Lynn McMenamin
Registrar
Kathy Hoffmann
Secretary
Nat Seiz
Treasurer

Adriana Crocker
Chuck Schrage
Richard Berning 
Megan Styles
Jolene Vollmer
Joyce Nardulli
Georgia Winson
Stephen Stone

2022-2023  
Board of Directors

October/November 2022  |  Issue No. 201

IN THIS ISSUE

– Program Information

– Greetings Everyone!

– What Young Diplomats
    Had to Say

– Membership Form

November 16, 2022 

“Redefining Nepal: 
Two Ambassadors 
Perspectives” 

Speakers: Ambassador 
Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary Sridhar Khatri 
of Nepal
Ambassador (ret) Scott H. 
DeLisi, former U.S. Ambassador 
to Nepal

Reception: 5:30 pm 
Dinner 6:15 pm  
Program 7:15 pm
Location: Illini Country Club

	 The World Affairs Council of Central 
Illinois is honored to host two distinguished 
ambassadors, as our special guests on 
November 16, 2022 at 7:15 pm at the Illini 
Country Club in Springfield, IL when they 
will offer their insights and perspective on 
Nepal.  	
	 Nepal’s Ambassador to the United 
States, His Excellency Sridhar Khatri, and 
retired American Ambassador Scott DeLisi 
(former Ambassador to Nepal) will join 
members of the World Affairs Council of 
Central Illinois for a discussion. They will 

October 26, 2022 

“International Criminal 
Justice Today: Challenges 
and Prospects” 

Speaker: Ambassador Marc 
Perrin de Brichambaut, Judge 
at the International Criminal 
Court in the Hague

Reception: 5:30 pm 
Dinner 6:15 pm  
Program 7:15 pm
Location: Illini Country Club

	 Are you interested in learning more 
about what the International Criminal 
Court in the Hague does? The World Affairs 
Council of Central Illinois is honored to 
host a visit by Ambassador Marc Perrin De 
Brichambaut. The ambassador currently 
serves as a judge at the International 
Criminal Court in The Hague. The Rome 
Statute supported by 123 States created 
the International Criminal Court in 1998 as a 
permanent international tribunal and gave 
it jurisdiction to prosecute and adjudicate 
on war crimes, crimes against humanity 
and crimes of genocide committed on 
the territory of its participating states 
or by their nationals.  How has this 
institution been developing? What are 

continued on page 2 continued on page 3



“International Criminal Justice Today: Challenges 
and Prospects”  continuedMenu for 

10.26.22

COUNTRY SALAD:  
Arugula, Roasted Asparagus, 
Red Beets, Toasted Walnuts, 
Goat Cheese, Lemon Dijon 
Vinaigrette

SALAD NICOISE: 
Heritage Mixed Greens, 
Tuna, Anchovies, Green 
Beans, Hard Boiled Eggs, 
Tomatoes, Olives, Fresh 
Herb Vinaigrette

ENTREES: Beef 
Bourguignon – Red Wine 
Braised Premium Beef Tips, 
Onion Pearls, Tomatoes, 
Fresh Herbs

Veal Pique – Tender Veal 
Cutlets Seared with a Lemon 
Caper Pique Sauce

SIDES: Smashed Yukon 
Potatoes Baked in a Dijon 
Bechamel,
Vegetable Ratatouille – 
Zucchini, Squash, Eggplant, 
Stewed In Tomatoes, Herbs, 
and Red Wine

DESSERT: Mousse Au 
Chocolat – Rich Dark 
Chocolate Mousse, Fresh 
Raspberries, Chocolate 
Shavings

Please detach and mail

Name___________________________________________________________ Phone#____________________________

Per meal cost:    ____Members $40     ____Non-Members $40

____Number of vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705 
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org

October 26, 2022 Event
Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - October 20

Dinner Reservations
Reservations are required for dinner and must be prepaid and received on or 
before October 20, 2022. Pay online at www.mywacci.org/future-programs/ 
or mail the form below. There is no guarantee of seating beyond that date. In the 
event of possible late reservations, contact Lynn McMenamin, 217-502-6956,                                                                 
lcm1300@aol.com, to determine whether seating is available. Seating is limited to 
maximum room occupancy allowed by the Springfield Building Code. 

Please make your reservations early!!
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its potential contributions and impact? 
How does the United States relate to it? 
Ambassador de Brichambaut will also 
discuss reports of and work related to 
atrocities in Ukraine and other locations. 
These and other questions deserve 
careful attention and serious debate.  
On October 26, 2022 at 7:15 pm at the 
Illini Country Club in Springfield, you will 
have the opportunity to hear our special 
guest shed more light on this subject 
and answer any questions you may have.
	 Judge Marc Perrin de Brichambaut 
(1948) after graduation from the Ecole 
Normale Supérieure de Saint-Cloud and 
the Ecole Nationale d’Administration, 
joined the Conseil d’Etat (Supreme 
Court for judicial review) in 1974. He was 
appointed Conseiller d’Etat in 1992. 
He has also served in numerous senior 
positions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Ministry of Defence of France 
and in the United Nations Secretariat. As 
Legal Advisor to the Foreign Ministry he 
led the French delegation to the Rome 

Conference and signed the Rome Statute 
on behalf of his country. He served as 
Secretary General of the Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) from 2005 to 2011. He has taught 
extensively international law in Sciences-
Po in Paris.  He was elected Judge as of 
March 11, 2015, for a term of nine years, 
from the group of Western European and 
Others Group of States, list B. 



Menu for 
11.16.22

SALADS
Aloo Sandheko- Spiced Potato 
Salad from Kathmandu Valley, 
Nepal

Kachumber Salad – Cucumbers, 
Onions, Tomatoes, Fresh Mint, 
Cilantro, Tossed In Lemon Juice

ENTREES
Shrimp Makhani – Buttered 
Shrimp in a Creamy Spiced 
Tomato Sauce

Chicken & Garbanzo Beans – 
Braised Chicken and Garbanzo 
Beans in a Curry and Coconut 
Cream Sauce

SIDES
Aromatic Basmati Rice
Palak Paneer- Creamed Spinach 
with paneer and Nepali spices

DESSERT
Kheer – Rice Pudding with 
Coconut, Dried Fruits, Almonds

Please detach and mail

Name___________________________________________________________ Phone#____________________________

Per meal cost:    ____Members $40     ____Non-Members $40

____Number of vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705 
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org

November 16, 2022 Event
Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - November 10

Dinner Reservations
Reservations are required for dinner and must be prepaid and received on or 
before November 10, 2022. Pay online at www.mywacci.org/future-programs/ 
or mail the form below. There is no guarantee of seating beyond that date. In the 
event of possible late reservations, contact Lynn McMenamin, 217-502-6956,                                                                 
lcm1300@aol.com, to determine whether seating is available. Seating is limited to 
maximum room occupancy allowed by the Springfield Building Code. 

Please make your reservations early!!
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“Redefining Nepal: Two Ambassadors Perspectives” 
continued

share their perspectives on the unique 
challenges Nepal faces as it continues 
its transition from what was once the 
world’s only Hindu kingdom to a federal 
democratic republic. Today’s Nepal is 
redefining itself as political entity, as an 
actor in an evolving global economy, and as 
a nation state in a world where geographic 
boundaries no longer define our reach or 
our role. But Nepal must also balance the 
legacy of ancient cultural traditions on one 
hand, against the aspirations and attitudes 
of an Instagram and TikTok generation that 
make up over half the society, on the other 
hand. It promises to be a lively and thought-
provoking discussion.
	 Before his current appointment as 
Nepal’s Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to the United States and 
other regional countries, ,  Professor Khatri 
served as Executive Director of the South 
Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS) 
in Kathmandu, Nepal from 2005-2012.  
Formerly, he was Executive Director, 
Regional Centre for Strategic Studies 
(RCSS), Colombo, Sri Lanka, and Executive 

Director, Institute of Foreign Affairs, 
Kathmandu, Nepal. Ambassador Khatri 
was a professor who taught and worked 
in various capacities at Tribhuvan 
University, Kathmandu, for over 27 years. 
He also authored articles that have been 
published nationally and internationally.
	 Ambassador Scott H. DeLisi served 
as the Ambassador to the Republic of 
Uganda (2012-2015), Ambassador to 
the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Nepal, (2010-2012) and as Ambassador 
to the State of Eritrea (2004-2007). He 
also served as Deputy Chief of Mission 
of the American Embassy in Gaborone, 
Botswana. Ambassador DeLisi was the 
recipient of various awards including two 
Presidential Rank Awards, the Charles E. 
Cobb Award for Initiative and Success in 
Trade Development, the James Clement 
Dunn Award for Excellence, the DIA 
Director’s Award, and four Superior 
Honor and two Meritorious Honor 
Awards.  DeLisi currently serves as the 
Executive Director of Engage Nepal, a 
non-profit serving the people of Nepal.
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Greetings Everyone!
	 What a way to kick off our in person event in September!  It was well attended and a lovely time was had by all as we came 
together to hear the presentation on “The War in Ukraine: Russian Context, Western Policies, International Implications” by 
Dr. Goeckel of SUNY Genesco.
	 That evening was also our first in person Young Diplomats program. Students from Rochester High and Springfield High 
had the opportunity to ask our speaker Dr. Goeckel questions beforehand. Students would like to attend future programs! 
See what they had to say here in this communique.
	 October 26th is also a big night for WACCI as we invite you to join us in honoring one of WACCI’s founders, Dr. Roy 
Wehrle.  In 1986 the Central IL chapter of the World Affairs Council of America was born, and we have since been able 
to bring renowned guest speakers to then Sangamon State University (Now UIS).  An eclectic group of members of the 
Springfield community came together and formed WACCI, and along with Dr. Roy Wehrle, those individuals consisted of 
Dick Grummond, Bill Blazer, Tom Stringer, John McQuown, Robert Lamphier and Corinne Stocker. (The full story can be 
found at mywacci.org).    	
	 So much can be said about Dr. Wehrle and his extraordinary career, but I will share just a few highlights here. Dr. Wehrle 
is Emeritus professor Economics and Environmental Studies at the University of Illinois Springfield. He served on President 
Kennedy’s Council of Economic Advisors. He was former Economic Counselor to the US Ambassadors in Laos & Vietnam 
and Deputy and Associate Director for AID in both countries.  He has also been featured in the  ALPLM oral history Veterans 
Remember -Vietnam collection..  
	 We look forward to seeing you at our special evening in October and at our next program in November! We at WACCI 
appreciate and thank you for your continued support and interest.

Rochelle Arjmand, VP Publicity WACCI



DECEMBER 6
There is No Future Here: 
Refugee Education and Forced 
Migration in Northern Ethiopia
Speaker: Dr. Amanda 
Poole, Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania

Upcoming Programs

Name(s):_ _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State:_______________________________________________________Zip:_ ______________________________

Preferred Phone: _ __________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Please indicate your membership level:   

_____ Benefactors - $500  _____ Sustainers - $250    _____ Supporters - $100  _____ Friends - $50   _____ Students - $10

Send form, checks, and/or requests for information to WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705

Please detach and mail

WACCI Membership Form
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What the Young Diplomats, attendees from Rochester 
High Had To Say

	 Sonny: “I think getting young people 
involved is a very good idea because of 
how these problems occur again and 
again throughout our lives, and some 
experience with international relations 
can help us take on the challenges we 
face later in life. I addition to this, getting 
people involved early on in life can allow 
for more learning over more time.”
	 Eade: “I thought it was awesome to 
get the speaker one on one in a small 
group before he gave a talk. I thought 
it was super informative to learn about 
the current state of Ukraine through an 
expert. The speaker was well versed and 
even had personal experience taking 
students to the area of conflict.”
	 Colten: “As for WACCI, It was an 
absolutely positive experience. A nice 
building, good food and of course Dr. 
Goeckel as well as his friend (whose 
name escapes me) and what he said were 
personally the most interesting part of 
the whole experience. I would love to 
participate again. Before signing up, I 
felt like perhaps I wouldn’t understand it 
due to not having done a large amount of 
research, but Dr., Goeckel explained the 
topic (Russia, Ukraine, and the effects of the 

media/orthodox church on the conflict) 
well, and I was even able to answer a few 
of his questions! I recommend this to 
any students, even if they feel they’re not 
quite a history buff. All you need to bring 
is semi-formal dress and manners, and 
you get a nice dinner and in interesting 
conversation with a qualified professor.”
	 Social Studies teacher Melinda 
Bilyeu Rochester 
High school: “I 
thought this whole 
experience is good 
for students. I am 
so thankful that 
we’ve been invited 
to participate in 
this program for 
two years now and 
hope it continues. 
My students that 
attend talk about 
it all the time and we reference it in 
class – they use what they learned 
from the presentation.”

Young Diplomats talk with speaker
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Your international 
connection begins with 
www.mywacci.org

Institutional and 
Corporate Contributors

Partner: 

Educational Collaborators:

University of Illinois, Springfield
Lincoln Land Community College
SIU School of Medicine


