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September 19, 2023

“What is Russia’s Wagner
Group Doing in Africa”

Speaker: Ambassador Susan
D. Page, professor of practice in
international diplomacy at the
Gerald R. Ford School of Public
Policy’s Weiser Diplomacy
Center, and a professor from
practice at the University of
Michigan Law School.

Reception: 5:30 pm
Dinner 6:15 pm

Program 7:00 pm
Location: lllini Country Club

Attendance to the
Speaker’s Presentation is
FREE & Open to the Public.

Ambassador Page will discuss Russian
influence and presence in Africa and
why Russia views Africa to be of strategic
importance. She will share experiences
from her distinguished career serving in
Africa. Ambassador Page will provide
insights on how the Wagner group
operates and why Russia uses the Wagner
group to serve Russia’s interests, including
its role in recent events in Niger.

continued on page 2

October 4, 2023

“U.S. Relations with

the Americas after

its withdrawal from
Afghanistan and Russia’s
Invasion of Ukraine”

Speaker: Ambassador
Krishna Raj Urs

Reception: 5:30 pm
Dinner 6:15 pm

Program /:00 pm
Location: lllini Country Club

Attendance to the
Speaker’s Presentation is
FREE & Open to the Public.

With the end of the Cold War in the
1990s, Presidents HW. Bush and Bill
Clinton sought to build closer, steadier
ties with the United States’ partners in the
Western Hemisphere through economic
reform, free trade, support for democracy,
and cooperation against illegal narcotics
and other organized crime. Efforts were
coordinated in part through the once
every three years Summit of the Americas
process. There followed a decade of close
cooperation during the 1990s. The terror
attacks of September 11, 2001 drew U.S.
engagement away from the Hemisphere

continued on page 3



Menu for
9.19.23

SALADS

GREEN SALAD - Chopped
Romaine Lettuce, Tomatoes,
Red Onions, Cucumbers,
Avocado, Tossed in Chili,
Citrus, and Palm Qil

Saladu Nebbe - Senegalese
Black-Eyed Pea Salad with
Herbs, Spices, And Lime Juice

ENTREES

Djerma “Nigerien Stew”

— Braised Chicken with
Tomatoes, Herbs, and Spices

Fish and Ugali — Crispy White
Fish over Ugali (Eastern
African Porridge) Kenya

SIDES

Jollof Rice — Grain Rice Stewed
with Tomatoes, Onions,
Smoked Chicken, Herbs and
Spices

Okra — Stewed Okra with
Tomatoes, Herbs, Smoked
Fish, and Berber

DESSERT

Cape Town South Africa
Malva Pudding — Sweet
Apricot Bread Pudding,
Vanilla Custard,

Warm Cream Sauce

“What is Russia’s Wagner Group Doing in Africa”

continued

Ambassador Susan D. Page is a
professor of practice in international
diplomacy at the Gerald R. Ford School
of Public Policy’s Weiser Diplomacy
Center, and a professor from practice at
the University of Michigan Law School.
She has deep expertise in international
relations, particularly in Africa. Her senior
level roles have included Assistant
Secretary General/Special Adviser on
Rule of Law, Global Focal Point Review
Implementation, Special Representative
of the Secretary General (SRSG) to
the United Nations Mission for Justice
Support to Haiti (MINUJUSTH), first U.S.
Ambassadorto newly independent South
Sudan, U.S. Chargé d'Affaires to
the African Union, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for African Affairs,
key adviser to the peace process that
resolved Africa’s longest-running civil war
through international mediation, head
of rule of law programs for the UN, and
a foreign service regional legal advisor
and political officer in East, Central, and
Southern Africa. Page earned a |D from

Harvard Law School and an AB in English
with high distinction from the University
of Michigan. She was awarded a Rotary
International Postgraduate Fellowship to
Nepal where she conducted research
on women’'s and children’s rights. In
addition, she received certificates of merit
and distinction from the University of St.
Andrews in Scotland before attending law
school. Ambassador Page is an elected
member of the American Academy of
Diplomacy, a board member of Road
Scholar, and a member of the Association
of Black American Ambassadors.

Dinner Reservations

Reservations are required for dinner and must be prepaid and received on or before
September 11, 2023. Pay online at www.mywacci.org/future-programs/ or mail
the form below. There is no guarantee of seating beyond that date. In the event of
possible late reservations, contact Lynn McMenamin, 217-502-6956, Icm1300@aol.
com, to determine whether seating is available. Seating is limited to maximum room
occupancy allowed by the Springfield Building Code.

Please make your reservations early!! See below for dinner costs.

Please detach and mail

September 19, 2023 Event

Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - September 11

Name

Per meal cost:

Total Enclosed $

____ Members $40

Number of vegetarian meals requested

Non-Members $40

Phone#

Number of gluten-free meals requests

No. Attending

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springdfield, IL 62705
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org
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”U.S. Relations with the Americas after its
withdrawal from Afghanistan and Russia’s Invasion
of Ukraine” continued

towards the Middle East. With the U.S.
withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021,
some observers hoped that the United
States would be able to reengage more
fully in the Americas. But, as fate would
have it, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
in 2022 has once again drawn U.S.
attention away from the Americas. What
is the prognosis for closer ties in the
Western Hemisphere today?

Menu for 10.4.23

Dinner will feature Peruvian
and South American regional cuisine.

Please See website for updated
menu information

Dinner
Reservations

Reservations are required for
dinner and must be prepaid
and received on or before
September 25, 2023. Pay
online at www.mywacci.
org/future-programs/
or mail the form below.
There is no guarantee of
seating beyond that date.
In the event of possible
late reservations, contact
Lynn  McMenamin, 217/-
502-6956, Icm1300@aol.
com, to determine whether
seating is available. Seating
is limited to maximum room
occupancy allowed by the
Springfield Building Code.

Please make your
reservations early!! See
below for dinner costs.

WWW.Mywacci.org
Please detach and mail
October 4, 2023 Event
Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - September 25
Name Phone#
Permeal cost: _____Members $40 Non-Members $40

Number of vegetarian meals requested

Total Enclosed $ No. Attending

Number of gluten-free meals requests

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Sprindfield, IL 62705

Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org
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Young Diplomats

2023

by Barbara Listikow,

VP Membership and
Financial Development
Young Diplomats
Coordinator

We can do so much
more with hosting Young
Diplomats because of the
generous Vala donations.

A special shout out to the
Valas! Frank and Linda Vala
have been very supportive of
the World Affairs Council of
Central

lllinois with their
charitable donation of
$40,000. These gifts will
help us continue our mission
of providing excellent
programs and the ability
to invite high school and
college students to attend
outstanding events this year.

Every membership and
gift matters as we work
to insure a brighter future
for our community. The
donations will provide
the Young Diplomats an
opportunity to be more
informed and develop a
better understanding of
global issues that impact
all Americans. This is
especially true where global
issues are increasingly
complex and international
relationships are increasingly
interdependent.
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Welcome

by Rochelle Arjimand, VP Publicity

Greetings!

We are happy to have new board
members aboard as we welcome Chris
McDonald, Julie Dirksen, Loretta Durbin,
and Kalith Smith.

We're off to an exciting start to
our new season at WACCI as we are
hosting two ambassadors, Ambassador
Susan Page and Ambassador Krishna
Raj Urs. They will be presenting topics
that are quite current: Russia’s Wagner
Group in Africa and U.S. Relations with
the Americas after its withdrawal from
Afghanistan and Russia’s Invasion of
Ukraine.

Our Young Diplomats program is
back again this season. Students from
Springfield schools and Springfield

area high schools will be participating
in a Q & A with our speakers prior to the
evening’s main programs. This is indeed
a popular program the students very
much anticipate. To learn more about
this contact Barbara Lestikow, VP of
Membership and Financial Development.

The time has also come to renew
memberships! You won't want to miss
our 2023 season! Please see enclosed
membership form and contact our
Registrar Lynn McMenamin with any
questions you may have. Here's to a great
season!

We thank you and appreciate your
continued support and look forward to
seeing you at our Fall programs!

past programs
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World Affairs Council

of Central linois
Great Decisions Program 2023

Great Decisions is America's largest discussion program on world affairs. The program involves
reading the Great Decisions Briefing Book, watching the DVD and meeting in a Discussion
Group to discuss the most critical global issues facing America today. The program is developed
by the nonpartisan Foreign Policy Association located in New York, which was founded in 1918
and its branches were the forerunners of the independent World Affairs Councils of the 1950s.
It serves as a catalyst for developing awareness, understanding, and informed opinion on U.S.
foreign policy and global issues. Through its balanced, nonpartisan programs and publications,
the FPA encourages citizens to participate in the foreign policy process. In 1954, the Great
Decisions program was launched in Oregon and has since spread all over the country and
beyond. It has now become the largest nonpartisan public education program on international
affairs in the world.

Every year since its inception in 1987, the World Affairs Council of Central lllinois (WACCI,
http://mywacci.org/) has been holding (except the recent Pandemic years) the weekly Great Decisions
program. Following the tradition, its 2023 Great Decisions Program (first post-pandemic one) will be
held during the months of September and October. The selected topics are: (1) War Crimes, (2) China
and the US, (3) Economic Warfare, (4) Politics in Latin America, (5) Iran at a Crossroads, and (6) Energy
Geopolitics. The program discussion leaders are Dr. Adriana Crocker, Professor of Political Science, UIS;
Dr. Ali Nizamuddin, Professor of Political Science, UIS; Dr. Stephen Schwark, Emeritus Professor of
Political Science, UIS; Dr. Baker Siddiquee, Emeritus Associate Professor of Economics, UIS; Dr. Roy
Wehrle, Emeritus Professor of Economics and Environmental Studies, UIS, and Dr. Brandon Bolte*,
Professor of Political Science & International Relations, UIS (*invited, subject to his approval).

Here are the particulars about the program:

Location: Grace Lutheran Church, 714 E. Capitol Avenue, Springfield, IL 62701 (Downtown Springfield).
Free Parking is available in the church parking lot directly across 7t street from the church on the SE
corner of 7" and Capital. Six-Week Program Dates: Sept 20 - Oct 25, every Wednesday, for 6 weeks.
Specific dates are: Sept 20, 27, Oct 11, 18, 25 and Nov 1. Time: 7:00 - 9:00 PM. Program Registration:
The program is free and open to the public; however, registration is required to guarantee a seat for
the six-week program and to receive a copy of the required reading: the Great Decisions 2023 Briefing
Book (priced at $35.00 plus shipping cost, if purchased directly from the publisher - FPA), by paying a
discounted registration fee of $30 per person. The registration form and payment information may be
obtained from the WACCI website: http://mywacci.org/great-decisions/. Learning Requirements
include: Reading of 2023 Great Decisions Briefing Book, listening to the DVD presentation and lecture,
and participation in classroom discussion led by distinguished scholars. A formal certificate from
WACCI will be awarded to registered individuals upon successful completion of the program. Open and
Free to All: Interested individuals who are unable to attend the full six-week program may attend
(walk-in) any or all of the weekly program free of cost (the Briefing Book will not be provided).

Contact: For further information regarding the program, contact Dr. Roy Wehrle at
roywehrle@outlook.com
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World Affairs Council

of Central llinois
http://mywacci.org/

Great Decisions Program 2023
REGISTRATION FORM

Dates: Six Wednesdays, September 20, 27, October 11, 18, 25, and November 1; 7:00 — 9:00 PM

Location: Fellowship Hall, Grace Lutheran Church, 714 E. Capitol Avenue, Springfield, IL 62701
(Downtown Springfield). Free Parking is available in the nearby church parking lots.

1. Name:

2. Address:

3. Phone: Email Address:

4. Profession: (Retired/Home) (School)

(Work/Business, please describe:)

(Other)

5. Please indicate if interested to join WACCI and future WACCI programs: (YES) (NO)

Payment of Registration Fee: To guarantee a seat for the six-week program and to receive a copy

of the Great Decisions 2023 Briefing Book (priced at $35.00 plus shipping costs, if purchased
directly from the publisher: FPA) please pay $30.00 by check ONLY, to World Affairs Council of
Central lllinois. Please mail the completed form along with your payments to the address below:

WACCI, PO BOX 2233, Springfield, IL 62705

Delivery of Great Decisions 2023 Briefing Book: The book will be mailed to the address provided on
the registration form or obtained directly from the Program Organizer, after the payment is received.

The Program is Open and Free to All: Interested individuals who are unable to attend the full six-week

program may attend (walk-in) any or all the weekly programs free of cost (the Briefing Book will not be
provided but may purchased onsite, if available).



2023 - 2024 Program

Welcome back to all of our wonderful members and supporters! We
hope you had a great summer break and are ready to join us for an exciting
year of programs. Thank you to everyone who took the time to participate in
our program survey this spring. We greatly appreciated your thoughts and
suggestions. Our 2023-2024 program year is based on your feedback.

We are starting with two terrific programs. On September 19th, come
andlearn more about Russia’s Wagner group from our distinguished speaker,
Ambassador Susan Page. We are very pleased that she agreed to speak on
this very interesting and timely topic. Then on October 4th, Ambassador
Krishna Raj Urs will share his insights on the Americas.

One of our goals this year is to continue to offer outstanding speakers
and opportunities to our members, and to partner with other World Affairs
Councilstoapply for grants together. Mark your calendars forthree upcoming
events:

- October 12th, WACCI has reserved three tables at the Peoria Area
World Affairs Council Gala Event to be held at Bradley University at
5:00 p.m. to hear Dr. Fiona Hill, the former National Security Council
Advisor for Russia and Eastern Europe, and Ambassador William
Taylor, former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine. (go to pawac.org to
register). We encourage interested members to carpool. The evening
includes a gala dinner and program.

- Late October (date TBD) - Ambassador Charles Rey will discuss a
Blueprint for a more Modern Diplomatic Service

- November 8th - A delegation representing the Republic of Korea,
the U.S. Department of State, and the Korea Economic Institute will
explore the ties between lllinois and the Republic of Korea, cultural,
economic, political and military.

We look forward to seeing you each month, as we gather together to
learn, to discuss international issues and to share a delicious meal together.
A special thanks to our corporate and educational sponsors, whose support
enables us to bring these outstanding speakers to Central lllinois!!

With gratitude and appreciation,
Kathy Johnson
Vice President for Progams
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Time to
Renew
your
membership

Upcoming Event

OCTOBER 12

Peoria Area World Affairs
Council Gala Event

5:00 p.m. at Bradley
University go to pawac.org
to register

WACCI Membership Form
Name(s):
Address:
City/State: Zip:

Preferred Phone:

Email Address:

Please indicate your membership level:

Benefactors - $500 Sustainers - $250 Supporters - $100

Send form, checks, and/or requests for information to WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705

Friends-$50 ___ Students-$10
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Your international
connection begins with
WWW.mywacci.org
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