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“SlU’s Student-led Global Brigade Makes an Impact”

Speaker: Ashley-Ann Walker, MD Candidate, Class of
2025, Southern lllinois University School of Medicine

Cocktail Reception: 5:30 pm
Dinner: 6:15 pm

Program /:15 pm

Location: lllini Country Club

https://mywacci.org

Dinner and cocktails will be served beforehand at 5:30 pm and reservations are

required. Cost for dinner is $40 per person.

The presentation is free and open to the public. Reservations are not required for

the presentation.

Come and join us for our February
program which is offered in partnership
with the Southern lllinois  University
School of Medicine and in keeping with
our partnership theme of Global Health.
The program will highlight a wonderful
Springfield — Central America connection.
Learn more about the work of the SIU
School of Medicine's Global Health Interest
group, which is a student-led organization
whose mission is to serve those around the
world who are in need. In June 2023, they
traveled to Panama on a seven-day medical
brigade. While immersing themselves in
Panamanian culture, they set up free clinics
in two separate underserved communities,
Higueronal and Canazas, where they

treated more than 300 patients who
otherwise would have limited-to-no access
to health care.

continued on page 2



CENTRAL
AMERICAN
DINNER

SALADS
Mayan Citrus Salad -
Jicama, Grapefruit, Oranges,
Arugula, Cilantro, Chilie Lime
Vinaigrette
Quinoa Salad - Chopped
Romaine, Quinoa, Fried
Plantains, Black Beans,
Avocado, Mango and
Coriander Vinaigrette

ENTREES
Ropa Viejas — Braised Beef
with Vegetables in a Smoked
Tomato Sauce
Grilled Asado - Grilled
Smoked Sausage with an
Adobo Glaze

SIDES
Spanish Rice
Stewed Black Beans
Roasted Corn with Cojita
Cheese

DESSERT
Spanish Churro with
Chocolate Sauce

“SIU’s Student-led Global Brigade Makes an

Impact” continued

Ashley-Ann
Walker is a
current  third-year
medical  student
at SIU School of
Medicine. She
is interested in
pursuing a career
in Urology and has a special interest in
global health and medical education.
She is the President of SIU’s Global
Health Interest Group. She grew up in
Aurora, IL and graduated with a degree
in Chemistry from University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign in 2020. As a child
of two immigrants from Jamaica, global
health has always been an interest of hers.
She has traveled to Honduras and Panama
with the non-profit organization Global
Brigades to provide free healthcare to
those in need.

Ashley will be joined by third and
second year medical students, Sophia
Mounce and Julie Guaglianones.

Sophia Mounce
is a third vyear
medical  student
at SIU School of
Medicine who

‘o s interested
sumoone | ()

k in emergency

y/ medicine and

obstetrics & gynecology. She is from
Springfield, lllinois. Prior to medical
school she graduated from the University

of Kentucky in 2019 with a bachelor’s
degree in Biology and a minor in
Psychology. During her time at Kentucky
she went on a Global Brigade trip in
2017 to Honduras where she discovered
a growing interest in global health and
the non-profit Global Brigades. In 2023
she acted as the fundraising chair for the
SIUSOM Global Health Interest Group
Global Brigade trip to Panama. She is
excited to see this chapter of Global
Brigades grow and volunteer for years to
come.

Julie
Guaglianone
is a second
year medical
student at
SIU School of
Medicine. She
is still exploring
different
specialties
but is considering internal medicine
and general surgery. She is originally
from Decatur. She first graduated from
Washington University in St. Louis in
2017 with a degree in Anthropology
with a global health focus and then went
to Millikin University where she earned a
degree in chemistry in 2020. She went
on the Global Brigades trip to Panama
last year with the Global Health Interest
Group and is looking forward to their
upcoming trip to Ghana this summer.

Please detach and mail

February 21, 2024 Event

Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - February 12

Name Phone#

Members $40 ____Non-Members $40

Number of vegetarian meals requested

Per meal cost:

Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $ No. Attending

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Sprindfield, IL 62705
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org
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Welcome Back!

by Kathy Johnson, Vice President for Programs

Welcome back after our winter break! We hope you enjoyed time with
family and friends during the holidays. We have an exciting line-up of programs
to offer this semester and look forward to hearing from a variety of experts,
enjoying delicious meals together and discussing interesting topics. Bring
your questions and your appetites.

Our February program brings together three MD candidates at Springfield's

own SIU School of Medicine. They will share stories and pictures from their trip
to Panama to provide medical care in two villages as part of a Medical Brigade.
We are pleased to offer this program under the theme of Global Health in
partnership with the SIU School of Medicine.
Also in February, we have two invitations to join events in Peoria, sponsored
by the Peoria World Affairs Council (PAWAC). Would you like to gather some
WACC friends or neighbors and pull together a team to compete in their Trivia
Night? Would you like to learn more about the use of drones in warfare? As we
did in October, members are encouraged to carpool.

PAWAC Trivia! Social Event and Fundraiser, Sunday, February 18 at 2
pm Doors open at 1:30 pm. At Barrack’s Cater Inn, 1224 Pioneer Parkway
in Peoria.

Join us for some fun! Put a team of eight together or just come by yourself
and we can put you with a team. Heavy hors d’‘oeuvres and a cash bar will
accompany a terrific raffle with prizes like a diamond necklace, expensive
beverages, and signed books, among other terrific raffle prizes.

You may purchase tickets on the PAWAC secure Square site:
https://peoria-area-world-affairs-council.square.site/.

PAWAC Documentaries at the Peoria Riverfront Museum (PRM)
Thursday, February 22 at 5:30 pm Tickets will be available soon through
the museum!

Each year, PAWAC partners with the PRM to bring thought-provoking
documentaries to their big screen and an expert to discuss them with
participants. This year, we have a double-feature with two short films. The first
documentary is “Drones, Hackers, and Mercenaries,” produced by DW, the
German news broadcasters. The second is “Drones and the Future of War,”
produced by Al Jazeera English. Since drones have become a key weapon in
many conflicts, including in Ukraine and in Gaza, this screening and discussion
is timely, indeed.

We are grateful to PAWAC for these invitations and for collaborating with
us to bring quality programming to Central lllinois. | hope to see each of
you at our upcoming program in February on the recent Medical Brigade to
Panama. Thank you for your continued support of WACCI. As an all-volunteer
organization, we couldn’t do it without you.

Dinner Reservations

Dinner reservations must be
prepaid and received on or
before the due date. Thereis

no guarantee of seating beyond
that date. Text our Registrar, Lynn
McMenamin, at 217-502-6956,
to determine whether seating is
available after that date.

Please make your reservation
early!

Upcoming Programs

MARCH 7
Derek Reveron, Cyber Warfare
and National Security

March 20
Gordon Peak, Pacific Islands

April 10
Dr. Shipra Gupta, Fast Fashion
and Sustainability

May 1

Dr. Roy Wehrle and Dr. Chris
McDonald, Unraveling Rule-
based World Order
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GREAT DECISIONS
returns on March
6th for the first
session.

Six sessions on the events
destabilizing  our  world.
Your chance to catch up and
participate in small group
sessions led by Dr. Roy Wehrle
and Dr. Kalith Smith, Dean
at Lincoln Land Community
College. Meet interesting
members and experts. All
sessions are at Westminster
Church with a large, lighted
parking area  adjoining
entrance to the church.

Registration:  $25 for
the Briefing Book payable
by check to WACCI, PO Box
2233, Springfield, lllinois
62705, or online at our
website, or at the WACCI
program February 21st. Also
attend w/o book. No charge.
Questions please call Roy
Wehrle at 217.220.2819, See
you there.

Young Diplomats Program

Empowering Youth Leadership Through Diplomacy

and Global Affairs

The World Affairs Council of Central
lllinois is proud of our Young Diplomats
program. It is a fun project for area
students to become more connected
and aware of current international
politics, geography, global economics,
history, and world cultures through
diplomacy. Are you aware that 95%
of the world’s population and 85% of
global economic growth is outside of
the United States? Also, 18% of US
nationals are foreign-born.

For the past two years, WACCI's
Young Diplomats Program has given
Sangamon County high school and
college students the opportunity to
focus on timely international topics.
Students and their instructors have been
invited to attend one of our programs to
learn and engage in a group discussion
with current and former Ambassadors,
professors and government leaders
on a specific global topic followed
by a dinner and the regular WACCI
program. During this past fall semester,
students were fortunate to participate in
four programs and also two additional
programs hosted by Bradley University,
University of lllinois at Springfield,

and Lincoln Land Community College.
Preparing the next generation of leaders,
scholars, and decision-makers to thrive
in a complex and rapidly changing
world — where our national interests are
intertwined with the global community —
is one of the greatest challenges facing

our country.

Consider helping WACCI prepare
area youth — the next generation
of political, cultural, and economic

leaders — for success in an increasingly
international workforce by supporting
the Young Diplomats Program. It takes
$320.00 to host a table of 8 students for
dinnerand one program. Looking ahead,
WACCI hopes you will make a donation
to support this valuable program for next
year 24/25.

Recent Donations to the Young Diplomats
Linda and Frank Vala

Joyce and Steve Nardulli

Jean and Charlie Adams

Sue and Kent Massie

Kathy Hoffmann

Claire Manning and Dr. Andrzet Bartke

Name

Great Decisions Registration Form

Address

Email

Phone

Reserve a Briefing Book by enclosing a $25 check payable to WACCI, PO BOX 2233, Springfield, IL 62705,
or register and pay online at mywacci.org.
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Membership List

as of January 28, 2024

WACCI is grateful for all

paid memberships which
provide the travel expenses
and honoraria for our
distinguished speakers,
make their presentations
free and available to the
public, and cover newsletter
production and mailing.

Thank you to these members

as of January 28, 2024.

Benefactors: $500 -
David & Laurie Farrell
Kathy Hoffmann

Joyce & Steve Nardulli

$1000

Sustainers: $250
Charles & Jean Adams
Rich & Carolyn Berning
Delinda Chapman & Marco Mulder
Kathy Johnson
Todd & Judy Knox *
Carolyn Kopel
David Lakeman *
Barb & Jim Lestikow
Claire Manning &
Andrzet Bartke
Naomi Lynn
Warren & Barbara Stiska
Carol Stocker
Stephen & Lisa Stone
Bruce Strom
Roy Wehrle & Vonnie Hinesley

Sponsors: $100
Kathleen Anderson
Rochelle Arjmand

Amber Barnhart & Stuart Frank
Mary Beaumont

Sandy Bellatti

Harry & Deborah Berman
Richard & Phyllis Cheaney
Robert & Nancy Colantino
Adriana & Michael Crocker
Derrel & Monica Davis
Julie Dirksen

Loretta Durbin

Barbara Ferrara

Jacob Friefeld *

Amelia Frank & Brian Goers
Audrie Haag

Keith & Ann Hamilton
Shelley Hoffman

Edward Huntley

Julie & Tom Krehbiel
Adarsh Kumar

WORLDAFF COUNCIL

of Central Illinois

WACCI Membership Form

WACCI membership is open to individuals and household members. The recommended time for the
payment of annual membership renewals is September, the beginning of the program year (Septem-
ber through May). New members joining in the spring (April through June) will have their membership

extended to the June following the current one.

WACCI membership is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Name(s):

Address:

City/State:

Zip:

Phone Number (s):

Email Address:

WACCI members will be mailed the newsletter, Communiqué. If you also desire the email version

of the newsletter, please check here:

____Please email the WACCI Communiqué to me.

Please indicate your membership level:

Benefactors - $500

Sustainers - $250
Friends-$50 ____ Students-$10

Supporters - $100

At all membership levels, your name will be listed periodically in the Communiqué.

_ lwould like to become a board member in the future
__ lwould like to serve on a committee

Be sure to include your email address. Mail the form to WACCI, Box 2233, Sprindfield, IL,
62705, with a check payable to WACCI or enroll and pay online at mywacci.org.

Sponsors Cont.

Tom & Bridget Lamont
Carol Little

Barb & Lee Malany

Tom Marantz

Kent & Sue Massie

Chris McDonald

Lynn &Joe McMenamin
Bob & Carol Posegate *
Diane & Ken Ray *

Kent & Janet Redfield
Stephen Schwark

Larry Shiner and Catherine Walters
Bob & Natalie Silverman
Cathy & Doug Slater *
Mike & Leslie Starasta
Elizabeth Starling *
Harvey & Judy Stephens
Randall & Joanne Thomas
Hannelore Trautmann
Robert & Anita Walbaum
David Weisbaum

Grace & Peter Wenz
Jadwiga & Osvaldo Wesly
Nancy Wisleder

Sharon Zook

Friends $50

Thomas and Judith Bartels
Teresa Bennett *

Judith Barringer & Rich Kerhlikar
Sally Cadagin *

Cathy Cragoe

Jane Denby

Mary Anne Elson

Lisa Fendrich

Tony Florian

Steve Hamer *

Mary Ann Hedlund

Brad Hodapp *

Tom & Carol Kerins

Steve & Jodie Koch

Mary Koerner

Linda Kopecky

Dennis & Marilyn Lawler
Constance Locher Bussard
Marc Loro

Mark McDonald *

Harry & Virginia Mitchell
Judith Pensoneau-Feurer

Friends Cont.

Steve & Libby Rambach
Kathryn Ransom

Elaine Reinkemeyer
Nicole Roth *

Wayne Rovey *

Charles Schrage

David & Virginia Scott
Erica Smith

Kalith & Abigail Smith *
Shipra Somani

Jeffrey & Linda Storm
Megan Styles

Brad & Carolyn Swanson
Teresa Szabo *

Randall & Joanne Thomas
Jolene Vollmer

Karen & Randy Witter

Students $10
Scott Donovan
Sheryl Murray

*Denotes new members
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W of Central Illinois

P.O. Box 2233
Springfield, IL 62705

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Your international
connection begins with
WWW.mywacci.org

Visit us on
| Facebook

Institutional and
Corporate Contributors

Partner:

LA llinois

9IS

Educational Collaborators:
University of lllinois, Springfield
Lincoln Land Community College
SIU School of Medicine
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