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	 UIS Earth Week Keynote Lecture 
Fast fashion poses major social and 
environmental challenges, including poor 
labor conditions, the overuse of resources, 
and the generation of waste to create 
throw-away clothing. Dr. Gupta, the 2023 
UIS University Scholar, will draw on her 
research to explain why some consumers 
are drawn to fast fashion and how the 
industry encourages overconsumption. 
Some consumers approach clothing 
acquisition from a style orientation, 
choosing distinctive clothing tailored to 
their sense of self. Others display a fashion 
orientation, driven by speed, change, 
artificial newness, obsolescence, and 
disposable trends. Her talk will lead us to 
reflect on our own behaviors and how we 
can make more responsible choices. Her 

continued on page 2

April 10, 2024 

“Fast Fashion: Understanding Consumer Behavior 
to Create a More Sustainable & Ethical Clothing 
Industry” 

Speaker: Dr. Shipra Gupta, University of Illinois 
Springfield 

Cocktail Reception: 4:30 pm in PAC 160 Community Room (C/D)
Dinner: 5:00 pm 
Program 6:00 pm
Location: Brookens Auditorium, UIS	

https://mywacci.org
Please note: Reception begins at 4:30 p.m in the PAC 160 (Room C/D), followed by 
dinner. Reservations are required.



“Fast Fashion: Understanding Consumer Behavior 
to Create a More Sustainable & Ethical Clothing 
Industry”  continued 

Page 2

Please detach and mail

Name___________________________________________________________ Phone#____________________________

Per meal cost:    ____Members $40     ____Non-Members $40

____Number of vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705 
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org

April 10, 2024 Event

Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - April 3

DINNER

BUFFET

Whole Earth Salad: Salad 
Blend, Kale, Broccoli, 

Cauliflower, Tomatoes, 
Carrots, Red Onions, Hard 

cooked Egg, Beets and 
Walnuts. Champagne 

Vinaigrette

Beef Chasseur
Orzo Primavera (meatless)

Roasted Asparagus
Parmesan Cauliflower

Yukon gold mashed potatoes
Rolls and butter

Peach Cobbler with ice-cream

research suggests that fixing the problem 
of fast fashion will require the collective 
effort of different actors, especially 
government, in creating a fashion 
system that is more sustainable for the 
environment, consumers, and society. 
Shipra Gupta is an Associate Professor 
of Marketing at the University of Illinois 
Springfield. She holds a PhD in Marketing 
from the University of Nebraska. Dr. 
Gupta’s work focuses on 1) understanding 
the psychological behavior of consumers 
in a retail setting, 2) examining issues 
of sustainability, specifically in the 
fashion industry and 3) examining the 
role of gender in constructing identity. 

Her research has been published in 
top-tier journals and has also been 
cited in reports and influential media 
outlets. For her work, Dr. Gupta has 
won numerous awards, grants, and 
recognitions. Her recent recognitions 
include 2023 University Scholar award, 
which is considered the University of 
Illinois System’s highest faculty honor, 
recognizing outstanding teaching and 
scholarship. She also received a 2020- 
2021 University of Illinois Public Voices 
Fellowship. Co-sponsored by the UIS 
Sustainability Committee & World Affairs 
Council of Central Illinois

Dinner Reservations
Dinner reservations must be 
prepaid and received on or 
before the due date.  There is 
no guarantee of seating beyond 
that date. Text our Registrar, 
Lynn McMenamin, at 217-502-
6956, to determine whether 
seating is available after that 
date. 

Please make your 
reservation early!

Event  Photos

Name(s):_ _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State:_______________________________________________________Zip:_ ______________________________

Preferred Phone: _ __________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Please indicate your membership level:   

_____ Benefactors - $500  _____ Sustainers - $250    _____ Supporters - $100  _____ Friends - $50   _____ Students - $10

Send form, checks, and/or requests for information to WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705

Please detach and mail

WACCI Membership Form
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GREAT DECISIONS PROGRAM

 	 Six sessions on the events destabilizing 
our world.  Your chance to catch up and 
participate in small group sessions led by 
Dr. Roy Wehrle and Dr. Kalith Smith, Dean 
at Lincoln Land Community College. Meet 
interesting members and experts. All 
sessions are at Westminster Church with 
a large, lighted parking area adjoining 
entrance to the church.
	 Registration:  $25 for the Briefing Book 
payable by check to  WACCI, PO Box 2233, 
Springfield, Illinois 62705, or online at our 
website, or at the WACCI program. Also 
attend w/o book.  No charge. Questions 
please call Roy Wehrle at 217.220.2819,  
See you there. 
	 Great Decisions is America’s largest 
discussion program on world affairs. 
The program involves reading the Great 
Decisions Briefing Book, watching the 
DVD and meeting in a Discussion Group 
to discuss the most critical global issues 

facing America today. The program is 
developed by the nonpartisan Foreign 
Policy Association located in New York, 
which was founded in 1918 and its 
branches were the forerunners of the 
independent World Affairs Councils 
of the 1950s. It serves as a catalyst for 
developing awareness, understanding, 
and informed opinion on U.S. foreign 
policy and global issues. Through its 
balanced, nonpartisan programs and 
publications, the FPA encourages 
citizens to participate in the foreign policy 
process. In 1954, the Great Decisions 
program was launched in Oregon and 
has since spread all over the country and 
beyond. It has now become the largest 
nonpartisan public education program 
on international affairs in the world. May 1  

Dr. Roy Wehrle and Dr. Chris 
McDonald, Unraveling Rule-
based World Order

Upcoming 
WACCI Program

Event  
Photos

April 17  

High Seas Treaty - Adriana 
Crocker, UIS

April 24

Global Trade and 
Mercantilism - Sam Barbour, 
LLCC

Upcoming 
Great Decisions
Programs


