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September 25, 2024

“Poland - An In-depth Conversation with Ambassador

Daniel Fried”

Speaker: Amb. Daniel Fried, former U.S. Ambassador to

Poland

Reception: 5:30 pm
Dinner 6:15 pm

Program /:00 pm
Location: lllini Country Club

Join us for a fasciinating conversation
with Ambassador Daniel Fried, as he takes
us on a journey, beginning in 1989 when
Poland peacefully overthrew its Moscow-
backed communist rule to then enjoy a
steadyandremarkableriseineconomicand
military terms. Poland has become a major
actor within NATO and the European Union
and agrowing economic powerhouse, with
an influential regional role. Ambassador
Fried will discuss Poland’s leadership
in shaping the transatlantic response to
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine and its
compassionate welcome that has enabled
it to become a haven for millions of
Ukrainianrefugees. He will discuss Poland’s
defense spending and what makes Poland
an important US ally in central and Eastern
Europe. Fried will also share his insights
on Poland’s relationships in the region and

with Moscow and examine the rise of
populism. Come for a conversation with
one of our country’s foremost experts
on Poland and for some delicious Polish
food.

In the course of his forty-year Foreign
Service career, Ambassador Daniel
Fried played a key role in designing
and implementing American policy in
Europe after the fall of the Soviet Union.
As Special Assistant and NSC Senior
Director for Presidents Clinton and Bush,
Ambassador to Poland, and Assistant
Secretary of State for Europe (2005-
09), Ambassador Fried helped craft the
policy of NATO enlargement to Central
European nations and, in parallel, NATO-
Russia relations, thus advancing the goal
of Europe whole, free, and at peace.
Duringthoseyears, the West's community
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DINNER

A delicious buffet of
Polish cuisine.

“Poland - An In-depth Conversation with
Ambassador Daniel Fried” continued

of democracy and security grew in Europe.
Ambassador Fried helped lead the
West's response to Moscow’s aggression
against Ukraine starting in 2014: as State
Department Coordinator for Sanctions
Policy, he crafted U.S. sanctions against
Russia, the largest U.S. sanctions program
to date, and negotiated the imposition of
similar sanctions by Europe, Canada, Japan
and Australia.

Ambassador Fried became one of the
U.S. government’s foremost experts on
Central and Eastern Europe and Russia.
While a student, he lived in Moscow,
majored in Soviet Studies and History
at Cornell University (BA magna cum
laude 1975) and received an MA from
Columbia’s Russian Institute and School of
International Affairs in 1977. He joined the
U.S. Foreign Service later that year, serving
overseas in Leningrad and Belgrade and
in the Office of Soviet Affairs and as Desk
Officer for Poland in the State Department.
As Political Counselor at the U.S. Embassy

Dinner Reservations

in Warsaw (1990-93), Fried witnessed
Poland’s  difficult  but ultimately
successful free market, democratic
transformation, working with successive
Polish governments.

Ambassador Fried is currently a
Weiser Family Distinguished Fellow
at the Atlantic Council. He is also on
the Board of Directors of the National
Endowment for Democracy and a
Visiting Professor at Warsaw University.

Dinner reservations must be prepaid and received on or before the due
date. There is no guarantee of seating beyond that date. Contact David
Lakeman 618-578-3904, to determine whether seating is available after

that date.

Please make your reservation early!

Please detach and mail

Name

September 25, 2024 Event

Permeal cost: _____Members $40

Total Enclosed $

Number of vegetarian meals requested

____Non-Members $40

No. Attending

Phone#

Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - September 19

Number of gluten-free meals requests

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Sprindfield, IL 62705
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org
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2024-2025 Program

by Kathy Johnson, Vice President for Programs

Welcome back! We are excited to
kick-off the Fall 2024 WACCI program
season and hope that you have had a
great summer and are able to join us on
September 25th for our first program. We
have an amazing opportunity to spend
time with Ambassador Daniel Fried, one
of our nation’s leading experts on Poland.
He will share his insights on Poland as an
important U.S. ally, Poland’s support for
Ukraine, and its relationships with Russia
and its European neighbors. And, of
course, chef is preparing a delicious Polish
buffet.

The World Affairs Council of Central
lllinois (WACCI) is an all-volunteer
organization, with a dedicated group
of volunteer members of the Board of
Directors who put in countless hours of
their time, resources and talents to bring
such terrific program opportunities to our
members and community. On behalf of all
our members, please join me in expressing
our deep appreciation and thanks to our
outgoing board members:

Bruce Strom, President

Lynn McMenamin, Registrar

Kathy Hoffmann, Secretary

Adrianna Crocker, Program Committee
Megan Stiles, Program Committee

Your hard work in support of WACCI
has been instrumental in our ability to
offer high quality programming to our
members. Thank you for serving; thank
you for sharing your time, expertise
and talents with us; and thank you for
dedication, collegiality, and good
humor.  We greatly appreciate your
years of service!

Also, please join me in extending a
very warm welcome to our new board
members and to our incoming board
president! We thank you in advance for
your willingness to serve:

Joyce Nardulli, President
Cinda Klickna, VP for Publicity
David Lakeman, Registrar
Brandon Bolte

Brad Hodapp

Naomi Lynn

Teresa Szabo

Stephen Schwark

We also look forward to welcoming
back area high school, community
college and university students who
participate in our Young Ambassadors
Program.

Looking forward to seeing everyone
in September!

Please detach and mail

WACCI Membership Form

Name(s):

Address:

City/State:

Zip:

Preferred Phone:

Email Address:

Please indicate your membership level:

Benefactors - $500

Friends-$50 ___ Students-$10

Sustainers - $250

Supporters - $100

Send form, checks, and/or requests for information to

WACCI, Box 2233, Springdfield, IL 62705

Welcome to
WACCI's New
President - Joyce
Nardulli

Joyce Nardulli is the new
president of the World Affairs
Council of Central lllinois. She
brings a wealth of leadership
expertise to the work. In
addition to her role as WACCI
president, she also chairs the
Citizens Club of Springfield,
serves on the boards of the
Dana-Thomas Foundation, the
Springfield Commission on
International Visitors, University
of lllinois Connections Advisory
Committee and the Business
and Industry Federation of
Economic Concerns. And, she
has a full-time job as a lobbyist.

Joyce was six years old
when her mother was asked to
take in international students
who weren't able to return to
their home countries during
holiday breaks. Joyce says,
“My mother saw this as a way to
bring education to the students
about life in the U.S. as well as
educate her five children about
other cultures.” Today, Joyce
often houses international
students.

She also helps musicians
of the lllinois  Symphony
Orchestra, providing housing
and cooking meals for them.

In the past, Joyce served
on the University of lllinois at
Springfield  Alumni  Advisory
Board from 1998-2022,
serving as chair for four years,
the University of lllinois Alumni
Board from 2000-2006, the
Governor’s Commission on the
Status of Women (1999-2003),
and the YMCA Board (2006-
201).

We are lucky to have Joyce
lead us into our next year.
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