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“Musical Diplomacy:
Three Case Studies – Afghanistan, China and Austria” 

Speaker: Jacobsen Woollen, Associate Conductor of the 
Illinois Symphony 

Reception: 5:30 pm 
Dinner 6:15 pm  a delicious dinner featuring cuisine 
                 from the three countries
Program 7:00 pm
Location: Illini Country Club, 1601 Illini Road, Springfield, IL 62704

To make a reservation or for additional information, please go to 
mywacci.org

Cost of dinner is $40.  Reservation deadline is: October 19, 2024

	 Jacobsen Woollen, Associate 
Conductor of the Illinois Symphony 
Orchestra, Conductor of the Illinois 
Symphony Youth Orchestra, Music 
Director of the Springfield Choral Society, 
and Music Director of the University of 
Illinois – Springfield Orchestra.  Woolen 
has studied extensively in Vienna, Austria, 
and will discuss music as a form of cultural 
diplomacy. He will share examples 
from three very different countries – 
Afghanistan, China, and Austria.



Diplomacy Can Take Many Forms
Kathy Johnson, Vice President for Programs 
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Please detach and mail

Name___________________________________________________________ Phone#____________________________

Per meal cost:    ____Members $40     ____Non-Members $40

____Number of vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705 
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org

October 23, 2024 Event

Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - October 19

	 As the weather starts to turn a bit 
cooler and the leaves begin to burst into 
the beautiful array of brilliant fall colors, I 
am struck by how timely our topic for this 
month’s program is.  Musical diplomacy!  
Not usually the first thing that comes 
to mind, but think for a minute of how 
sometimes there are other means of 
breaking down barriers, or of building 
bridges in an otherwise fraught relationship.  
Sometimes sharing a beautiful aspect of 
one’s culture can be a non-threatening, 
non-confrontational way to make contact 
or to start a dialogue.  I am reminded of the 
4th of July celebrations around the world at 
our embassies and consulates, where host 
country guests and resident Americans 
are invited for a picnic, a barbeque, a bit 
of jazz music, or to meet an astronaut.  I 
recall the long lines that stretched for 
blocks around our embassy in Canberra, 
Australia, when we shared food prepared 
by a visiting chef from New Orleans 
accompanied by a musical program.  
People were curious about jambalaya 
and gumbo.  They were intrigued by the 
New Orleans jazz music culture and not 
thinking about policy differences, about 
the use of nuclear submarines or about 
ongoing negotiations regarding regional 
trade policies.  I’m also remembering a 

Dinner 
Reservations
Dinner reservations must be 
prepaid and received on or 
before the due date.  There 
is no guarantee of seating 
beyond that date. Contact 
David Lakeman  618-578-
3904, to determine whether 
seating is available after that 
date. 

Please make your  
reservation early!

visiting U.S. Fulbright scholar giving  
a talk about her collaborative music 
research and a solo concert during my 
time in Damascus, Syria.  This was able 
to take place even though government 
to government relations were severely 
strained at the time.  Remember, also 
our WACCI program on Korea last year?  
K-Pop music has become an almost 
universal symbol of Korean culture, that 
transcends any political or economic 
differences.
	 This month you are invited to 
come and learn from Springfield’s own 
distinguished musician and conductor, 
Jacobsen Woollen.  He will discuss three 
case studies from very different parts of 
the world in which musical diplomacy 
has made a difference.  
	 I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for the 
wonderful turn-out and feedback on our 
September program  WACCI works very 
hard to offer programs that will make 
us think, challenge our assumptions 
and spark interest and conversation.  
We appreciate your presence and 
your support.  I encourage you to take 
the time to renew your membership 
and to invite a friend to join you at our  
upcoming WACCI programs.  

Kathy Johnson 
Featured

Our own WACCI Board 
member is featured in 
the Springfield Scene 
Magazine. Pick up a copy 
to read about Kathy’s long 
career as a diplomat in 
many countries and why 
she chose Springfield as her 
residence after retiring.
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Young Diplomats Program

	 Six Lanphier High School students 
along with their history teacher, Brad 
Hodapp and three University of Illinois 
at Springfield students gave the former 
Ambassador of Poland, Daniel Fried, a 
warm welcome.  Ambassador Fried, one of 
our country’s foremost experts on Poland, 
engaged the students in an informative 
conversation.  The students also enjoyed 
a delicious dinner featuring Polish 
foods.
	 The World Affairs Council of 
Central Illinois invites ten students 
from Sangamon County High 
Schools, Lincoln Land Community 
College and the University of Illinois at 
Springfield join in a special conversation 
with the guest speaker.   We are grateful to 
the generosiity of the following members 

for their donation to sponsor the table 
for the student representatives:
Phyllis and Richard Cheaney
Monica and Derrel Davis
Claire Manning and Dr. Anjay Bartke
Barbara and James Lestikow
Joyce and Steve Nardulli
Carol and Dr. Robert Posegate
Bill Stokes Photography

	

Donations are welcome to sponsor 
future tables for students.  Please contact 
Barbara Lestikow at a WACCI program 
meeting or call 217-741-3040.

WACCI Membership Form

Name(s):_ __________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________  

City/State:_______________________________________________Zip:_ _______

Preferred Phone: _ ___________________________________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________________

Please indicate your membership level:   

_____ Benefactors - $500  _____ Sustainers - $250    _____ Supporters - $100  

_____ Friends - $50   _____ Students - $10

Send form, checks, and/or requests for information to

 WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield,  IL 62705

Please detach and mail

September 
Program Huge 
Success

	 WACCI’s kickoff dinner 
for the 2024-2025 season 
was the largest gathering 
many can remember. 
Polish Ambassador Fried 
drew a crowd of 112 who 
enjoyed  a wonderful 
dinner of Polish cuisine. 
Around 50 people came 
for the presentation 
which meant more chairs 
needed to be set up. 
The Ambassador gave 
a fascinating account of 
the relationship between 
Poland and Russia over 
the years. He shared 
the incredible welcome 
Polish people offered to 
Ukrainian refugees as they 
fled ravaged- torn Ukraine.
Thanks to those who 
attended.
	 October’s dinner offers 
another look at diplomacy 
around the world. Hope to 
see you there. 

Dues Now Due

Annual membership renewals are requested to be paid at the beginning of each 
program year by Oct. 1. New members are welcome to join throughout the year. 
Memberships paid in the spring (April through June), will have their membership 
extended to June of the following year. 
Membership levels:  Benefactor – $500-$1,000    |    Sustainer- $250   |  
Supporter – $100   |   Friend – $50    |   Student – $10
If you have not already done so, you can renew your membership by going to 
https://mywacci.org/become-a-member/ 
or fill out the form below and send it in.
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Your international 
connection begins with 
www.mywacci.org

Institutional and 
Corporate Contributors

Partner: 

Educational Collaborators:

University of Illinois, Springfield
Lincoln Land Community College
SIU School of Medicine


