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February 26, 2025

The Panama Canal, Tariffs & More -

What Does It All Mean?

Speaker: Ambassador Edward O’Donnell (ret.)

Social: 5:30 pm

Dinner 6:15 pm, Panamanian Foods

Program 7:00 pm (free)

Location: lllini Country Club, 1601 Illini Road, Springfield, IL 62704

To make a reservation or for additional information, please go to

Mmywacci.org

Dinner Cost: Members $45, non-members $55. Reservation

deadlineis: February 17, 2025

Attendance to the Speaker’s Presentation is FREE & Open to the Public.

With our annual winter break in
January, we are excited to announce our
February program. Come and join us
for a conversation with Ambassador Ed
O'Donnell, who retired after 33 years in
Latin America, German-speaking Europe
and other senior positions in Washington
D.C. He was the negotiating Ambassador
for an Economic Charter for the Americas
and served in Panama twice. Ambassador
O'Donnell will discuss his experiences in
Panama and share his insights on events
associated with the Panama Canal.
An economist by trade, Ambassador
O'Donnell will also discuss tariffs and
other current foreign policy issues. Come

prepared for an enjoyable evening of
stimulating conversation and a delicious
buffet of Panamanian food.



Dinner Reservations

Dinner reservations must be
prepaid and received on or
before the due date. There is
no guarantee of seating beyond
that date. Contact David
Lakeman 618-578-3904, to
determine whether seating is
available after that date.
Please make your
reservation early!

December Holiday Event

Attendees, dressed in holiday attire,
mingled and shared holiday greetings.
Then, the evening began with a buffet
of foods from around the world: Country
salad (United States), Salad Nicoise
(France), Stir fry vegetables (China), Jollof
Rice (Africa), Pork Bulgogi (Korea), Ropa
Vieja (Cuba), and Cannoli (ltaly).

Jacob Laurenzana, UIS Student,
shared his experiences at the November
National World Affairs Council of America
Conference in Washington, D.C. He
attended as our 2024 scholarship winner.

From Jacob:

A few weeks ago, | had the honor
of being selected as 1 of the 25 Student
Scholars in the nation to attend the World
Affairs Councils of America National
Conference. This was a competitive and
selective scholarship and award, and |
feel so honored to have been a part of this
experience. This scholarship included
an all-expenses paid trip to Washington
D.C., as well as the honor of participating
in Scholar Day and the opportunity to
attend the WACA National Conference in
D.C. and to network with notable voices
in global affairs.

| had the incredible experience of
dining with a room full of ambassadors
to the United States from across the
world, where | had the opportunity to
meet the Ambassador from Ukraine to
the United States, her excellency Oksana
Markarova. During this conference, |

also had the opportunity to meet Bob
Woodward and hear his perspective on
the incoming presidential administration,
as well as have the opportunity to visit
multiple think tanks and embassies: from
the Center for Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS), United States Institute of
Peace, Quincy Institute, to the Embassy
of Mexico in Washington D.C. and the
Embassy of Sweden. | also received
insider advice on starting a career in the
foreign service as a part of this experience
from John Dinkelman.

| feel so fortunate and grateful to have
been given this incredible opportunity.
A huge thank you to the World Affairs
Council of Central lllinois for the
nomination, and to Daniel Villanueva for
facilitating this incredible experience.

This experience has left me feeling
incredibly inspired and motivated to
participateininternationalcommunication
anddialogue, particularlyacrosslanguage
barriers, which | am more confident than
ever is the key to making the world a more
connected and peaceful place.

After Jacob’s presentation, a string
quartet led by Kamen Petkov along with
Yona Stamatis, Gretchen Harrison, and
Megan Forness performed beautiful
classical music, followed by holiday
music performed by the Bellacappella, a
small ensemble of the Springfield Choral
Society ( Diane Dietz, Becky Kemp, Kristy
Sims, Claire Gordon, Linda Younkin, and
Kari Jones).

Please detach and mail

February 26, 2025 Event

Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - February 17

Name

Per meal cost:

Total Enclosed $

____ Members $45

Number of vegetarian meals requested

____Non-Members $55

No. Attending

Phone#

Number of gluten-free meals requests

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Sprindfield, IL 62705
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org
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From President Joyce

We thank you for being members
and we thank the many who attend our
programs.

Each month our board is working
hard to elevate the types of educational
programs we provide while keeping our
costs to a minimum.

As you know, we are an all-volunteer
organization. Following a COVID drop
in membership, we are very pleased
with attendance at our programs this
year.  We are also pleased to offer
program sponsorship opportunities to
area businesses, particularly those doing
business internationally. This will enable us
to bring high quality speakers here.

At the same time, moving to the
lllini Country Club for our programs is
something several of you have told us,
is closer than UIS and offers closer free
parking and fantastic meals at a price which
is below what we are currently paying for
the meals, the room, the podium, and all
the rest.

In addition, we have annual insurance
costs, printing and postage costs, as well
as travel, lodging, honorarium and other
bills associated with our speakers. We

have a Young Diplomats program that is
relatively new. High school and college
students are invited to spend an hour
with the speaker prior to our dinner. We
pay for their meals to attend the dinner
and the program; and we do all this on
a shoestring budget. We do our very
best to keep costs down by housing and
feeding speakers in our homes when
feasible, for example.

Asa 501.c-3 charitable organization,
weaskyouto consider makingadonation
which is tax deductible. There are other
ways you can support our mission.
For example, you could sponsor an
upcoming program; sponsor a table for
our young diplomats, or volunteer to
help us on one of our committees.

We couldn’t do what we do without
your support. Please let others know
about WACCI and encourage them to
become members.

Visit  www.mywacci.org and use
the donate button or mail a check (P.O.
Box 2233, Springfield, Il. 62705), even
transfer an investment distribution.
Finally, you might remember us in your
estate planning.

Please detach and mail

WACCI Membership Form

Name(s):

Address:

City/State:

Zip:

Preferred Phone:

Email Address:

Please indicate your membership level:

Benefactors - $500

Friends-$50 ____ Students-$10

Sustainers - $250

Supporters - $100

December Holiday
Event

small ensemble of the
Springfield Choral Society

string quartet led by
Kamen Petkov performed
beautiful classical music

Jacob Laurenzana,
UIS Student
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Great Decisions

Once again WACCI is offering Great
Decisions, a yearly speaker series that
offers a discussion forum which provides
the opportunity for participants to engage
in dialogue about foreign policy issues
that confront our nation. This year there
will be seven sessions. All sessions will
meet from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at Westminster
Presbyterian Church 3rd floor classroom.

For those who wish to purchase
the reading materials, the cost is $35.
Payment can be made at the February
26th program where the books will be
available. Or complete the registration
form on page 5.

March 19: Steve Schwark: American
Foreign Policy at a Crossroads

Under President Biden, the U.S. has
advanced new ideas about trade,
technology, industrial policy, competition
with China, and the organization of the
world economy. For most of the postwar
era, the U.S. has tied its global leadership
to cooperative agendas aimed at creating
a more open-world trading system, but
that has apparently come to an end. What
are America'’s options and opportunities
as a leader of the world economy? How
will America’s “foreign policy for the
middle class” and strategic competition
with China impact its leadership role?
How canthe postwarrulesand institutions
of the world economy be made safe for
economic nationalism and great power
competition?

March 26: No Great Decisions Program.
WACCI dinner and event at the Illini Club

April 2: Sam Barbour: India: Between
China, the West, and the Global South
India is an emerging major power in
world affairs, occupying a pivotal position
between China, the United States, and
the Global South. Its population size,
economy, and geopolitical location
ensure that it will be an influential voice
in debates and political struggles over

global order. What are India’s choices
and opportunities for regional and
global leadership? How will it maneuver
between China and the United States,
and what is its role as a voice of the
Global South? What opportunities exist
for Washington to work with India?

April 9: Chris McDonald: The Future of
NATO and European Security

European security is more uncertain than
it has been for decades. Putin’s Russia
has launched a war with Ukraine on its
doorstep, and America’s uncertain role as
leader of NATO and security provider has
been called into question with the failure
of Congress to pass supplemental military
support for Ukraine. What are Europe’s
options, and how might developments
on both sides of Western Europe — in
Ukraine and across the Atlantic — impact
its choices? What are America’s stakes in
NATO and Europe’s strategic dilemmas?
April 16: Roy Wehrle: U.S.-China
Relations

Washington'’s relations with Beijing have
reached an ominous low ebb. Both
American political parties have identified
China as the country’s preeminent
geopolitical challenger and, in the eyes
of many, a systemic threat. What is driving
this deterioration of Sino-American
relations, and whatare America’s strategic
options in the face of Chinese power and
ambition?

April23:BrandonDerman:International
Cooperation on Climate Change

The 2015 Paris Agreement established
a  UN-sponsored  framework  for
negotiations on climate change and
globalwarming. In subsequent meetings,
experts and political leaders have come
together seeking common cause for this
growing global crisis. What is the future
of these efforts, and what have they
yielded? What is the U.S. role in fostering
cooperation on climate change? In a



Great Decisions continued

divided country, what are the possible
futures for American policy leadership?

April 30: Brandon Bolte: Al
American National Security

The Al revolution is the leading edge
of a larger high-tech revolution which
promises to transform the world. Experts
argue that international cooperation is
needed to expand the opportunities
these new technologies hold while
protecting societies from their dangers.
What are the key policy debates in this
area, and what are the opportunities and
limits on global Al rules of the road? How
will the Al revolution impact American
national security? What are its policy
options to secure the benefits of Al and
guard against its dangers?

and

May 7: Steve Shwark: American Foreign
Policy in the Middle East: Taking Stock
and Looking Ahead

The war in Gaza has brought the region
to a crossroads. What are the possible
outcomes of the war, and how might the
United States use its influence to shape a
long-term settlement thatleaves both Israel
and the Palestinians in a better position?
How might Arab states in the wider region
be brought into a settlement? What are
America’s interests in the Middle East and
how can it advance them?

Great Decisions Registration Form

Name

Address

Email

Phone

Reserve a Briefing Book by enclosing a $35 check payable to WACCI, PO BOX
2233, Springfield, IL 62705, or register and pay online at www.mywacci.org.

FUTURE PROGRAMS

Mark your calendars for our
Spring Program Line-Up:

March 26 - International
Hostages

Diane Foley will talk about her
personal journey, her advocacy
and her work to support family
members of those taken hostage
and for the safety of journalists.
Foley is the President and
Founder of the James M. Foley
Legacy Foundation which she
created In 2014 following the
public beheading by ISIS of her
son James Foley, an American
freelance conflict journalist.

April (date TBD) Saudi Arabia
Dr. Joseph Westphall, PhD and
Ambassador (ret) will provide
insights on Saudi Arabia, its
relationship  with the United
States, its neighbors in the
region and on the global stage.
Westphall served as the U.S.
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia from
2014 - 2017 and as United States
Under Secretary of the Army from
2009 - 2014, and is the Senior
Global Fellow in the Leadership
Center at the Wharton School at
the University of Pennsylvania.

May 8 - Iran and Its Proxies: Who
Is Doing What and Why

Dr. Mohammad Tabaar, PhD will
discuss Iran’s relationships within
the region. What does Iran want?
How does it use its influence to try
to achieve those goals? What is
changing? Tabaar is an associate
professor at the Bush School of
Government and Public Service
at Texas A&M University.
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