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March 26, 2025 

The James W. Foley Legacy: Hostage Advocacy and 
Journalist Safety 

Speaker: Diane Foley, President and Founder of the James W. 
Foley Legacy Foundation
 
Social: 5:30 pm 
Dinner 6:15 pm
Program 7:00 pm (free)
Location: Illini Country Club, 1601 Illini Road, Springfield, IL 62704
 
To make a reservation or for additional information, please go to 
mywacci.org
 
Dinner Cost: Members $45, non-members $55.  Reservation 
deadline is: March 17, 2025
 

	 We are excited to welcome Diane Foley 
for our March program. She is the President 
and Founder of the James W. Foley 
Legacy Foundation, which she created in 
September 2014 less than a month after 
the public beheading by ISIS in Syria of her 
son James W. Foley, an American freelance 
conflict journalist.
	 Foley has worked tirelessly to free 
innocent Americans taken hostage or 
wrongfully detained abroad. She has raised 
awareness of international hostage-taking 
and wrongful detention using the award-
winning documentary, “Jim, the James Foley 
story,” opinion pieces in the New York 
Times, Washington Post and USA Today continued on page 2

and media interviews.  She co-authored 
the book American Mother which was 
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Please detach and mail

Name___________________________________________________________ Phone#____________________________

Per meal cost:    ____Members $45     ____Non-Members $55

____Number of vegetarian meals requested    ____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705 
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org

March 26, 2025 Event

Dinner Reservation Form: - Deadline - March 17

The James W. Foley 
Legacy: Hostage 
Advocacy and 
Journalist Safety 
continued
published in 2024 with writer 
Colum McCann. She has been 
a tireless hostage, wrongful 
detainee and family advocate 
within the US hostage enterprise, 
Congress, and every presidential 
administration since 2014. Diane 
is the leading voice encouraging 
the US government to do more. 
In addition to speaking about 
her experience and the role that 
families play as advocates for 
their loved ones, Diane will also 
speak to the work the foundation 
does to conduct journalism 
safety programs and to advocate 
for individual cases.
	

Dinner Reservations
Dinner reservations must be 
prepaid and received on or 
before the due date.  There is 
no guarantee of seating beyond 
that date. Please make your  
reservation early!

President’s Remarks

	 We are so grateful to everyone who 
joined us to hear former Ambassador Ed 
O’Donnell talk about the Panama Canal, 
Tariffs and More in February. We had a 
sold-out dinner crowd with more people 
walking in for the 7 p.m. program! We are 
equally excited about the next months’ 
programs as outlined in this newsletter. 
 	 One problem we need you to 
understand is the slowdown in the USPO 
which seems to be getting worse instead 
of better.  We generally set a cutoff date to 
get checks mailed about 10 days before 
our dinners.  In the past, this has given 
us time to receive your check and let our 
chef know the dinner count.  
	 That is no longer the case! Last month, 
we had people mailing dinner checks 
that arrived after our cutoff date, therefore 
we oversold the dinner through no fault 
of our own.  For example, a check mailed 
February 10th didn’t hit our P.O. Box 
until February 25! Other late reservations 
came in as well. This situation is causing 
us to steer our membership to on-line 
reservations. 

	 Our web site at www.mywacci.
org allows for debit, credit or PayPal  
registrations. It immediately sends an 
email confirmation, so you know (and we 
know) that your reservation is confirmed, 
and we won’t be surprised by late checks 
for dinner after we have hit our maximum.  
We will continue to do tutorials to show 
you just how easy it is to go to our web 
site and save you a 73 cent stamp.
	 At the end of the day, we will work 
with you to make sure that everyone who 
wants to come to our programs can do 
so. The 7 p.m. presentation is always 
free and open to the public, although we 
welcome your loyalty and membership to 
help us with increasing costs of bringing 
great programs to Springfield. 
	 Please mark your calendar for our 
next program on March 26th. We look 
forward to seeing you!  

APRIL 24 

Saudi Arabia 

Ambassador James Westphal

MAY 8

Iran and Its Proxies - Who Is Doing What and Why

Dr. Mohammad Tabaar

Upcoming Events
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Great Decisions

	 Once again WACCI is offering Great 
Decisions, a yearly speaker series that 
offers a discussion forum which provides 
the opportunity for participants to engage 
in dialogue about foreign policy issues 
that confront our nation. This year there 
will be seven sessions. All sessions will 
meet from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church 3rd floor classroom.
	 For those who wish to purchase 
the reading materials, the cost is $35.  
Register and pay online at www.
mywacci.org. or complete the 
registration form on page 4.

March 19: Steve Schwark: American 
Foreign Policy at a Crossroads
Under President Biden, the U.S. has 
advanced new ideas about trade, 
technology, industrial policy, competition 
with China, and the organization of the 
world economy. For most of the postwar 
era, the U.S. has tied its global leadership 
to cooperative agendas aimed at creating 
a more open-world trading system, but 
that has apparently come to an end. What 
are America’s options and opportunities 
as a leader of the world economy? How 
will America’s “foreign policy for the 
middle class” and strategic competition 
with China impact its leadership role? 
How can the postwar rules and institutions 
of the world economy be made safe for 
economic nationalism and great power 
competition?

March 26: No Great Decisions Program. 
WACCI dinner and event at the Illini Club

April 2: Sam Barbour: India: Between 
China, the West, and the Global South 
India is an emerging major power in 
world affairs, occupying a pivotal position 
between China, the United States, and 
the Global South. Its population size, 
economy, and geopolitical location 
ensure that it will be an influential voice 
in debates and political struggles over 
global order. What are India’s choices 

and opportunities for regional and 
global leadership? How will it maneuver 
between China and the United States, 
and what is its role as a voice of the 
Global South? What opportunities exist 
for Washington to work with India?
 
April 9: Chris McDonald: The Future of 
NATO and European Security 
European security is more uncertain than 
it has been for decades. Putin’s Russia 
has launched a war with Ukraine on its 
doorstep, and America’s uncertain role 
as leader of NATO and security provider 
has been called into question with the 
failure of Congress to pass supplemental 
military support for Ukraine. What 
are Europe’s options, and how might 
developments on both sides of Western 
Europe – in Ukraine and across the 
Atlantic – impact its choices? What are 
America’s stakes in NATO and Europe’s 
strategic dilemmas?
 
April 16: Roy Wehrle: U.S.-China 
Relations
Washington’s relations with Beijing 
have reached an ominous low ebb. 
Both American political parties have 
identified China as the country’s 
preeminent geopolitical challenger 
and, in the eyes of many, a systemic 
threat. What is driving this deterioration 
of Sino-American relations, and what are 
America’s strategic options in the face of 
Chinese power and ambition?

April 23: Brandon Derman: 
International Cooperation on Climate 
Change
The 2015 Paris Agreement established 
a UN-sponsored framework for 
negotiations on climate change 
and global warming. In subsequent  
meetings, experts and political leaders 
have come together seeking common 
cause for this growing global crisis. 
What is the future of these efforts, and 

continued on page 4

February Program

	 Our February program was 
sold out for the dinner (amazing 
Panamanian food), and the 
room partitions at Illini had to 
be opened for all the people 
who arrived at 7:00 to hear 
Ambassador Edward O’Donnell 
who served as an economic 
counselor in Panama in 1989 
and again in 1996-1999.  His 
talk enlightened us all about the 
history of the Panama Canal with 
the work of many presidents 
over decades and the intricate 
complexities of trade, tariffs, 
job creation, etc.  The canal 
opened in 1914; by the end 
of the 20th century Panama 
took control of the canal. The 
ambassador’s talk touched on 
exports that create jobs in the 
United States, the impact of 
tariffs (U.S. revenue from tariffs is 
2%) and how they can push up 
prices for consumers.  Illinois is 
the 4th largest exporting state 
in the U.S. with 800,000 people 
employed in the work. Illinois  
goods and services are exported 
to Canada, Mexico, Germany, 
China, etc.  

Kathy Johnson Program chair
Edward O’Donnell - ambassador
Joyce Nardulli - WACCI President
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Business Sponsors

Institutional and 
Corporate Contributors

Partner: 

Educational Collaborators:

University of Illinois, Springfield
Lincoln Land Community College
SIU School of Medicine

Great Decisions Registration Form

Name____________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________

Phone_ __________________________________________________________

Reserve a Briefing Book by enclosing a $35 check payable to WACCI, PO BOX 
2233, Springfield, IL  62705, or register and pay online at www.mywacci.org. 

Great Decisions continued

what have they yielded? What is the U.S. 
role in fostering cooperation on climate 
change? In a divided country, what are 
the possible futures for American policy 
leadership?

April 30: Brandon Bolte: AI and 
American National Security
The AI revolution is the leading edge 
of a larger high-tech revolution which 
promises to transform the world. Experts 
argue that international cooperation is 
needed to expand the opportunities 
these new technologies hold while 
protecting societies from their dangers. 
What are the key policy debates in this 
area, and what are the opportunities and 
limits on global AI rules of the road? How 
will the AI revolution impact American 

national security? What are its policy 
options to secure the benefits of AI and 
guard against its dangers?

May 7: Steve Shwark: American 
Foreign Policy in the Middle East: 
Taking Stock and Looking Ahead
The war in Gaza has brought the region 
to a crossroads. What are the possible 
outcomes of the war, and how might 
the United States use its influence to 
shape a long-term settlement that 
leaves both Israel and the Palestinians 
in a better position? How might Arab 
states in the wider region be brought 
into a settlement? What are America’s 
interests in the Middle East and how can 
it advance them?
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WACCI Membership Form
WACCI membership is open to individuals and household members. The recommended time for the payment of annual membership renew-
als is September, the beginning of the program year (September through May). New members joining in the spring (April through June) will 
have their membership extended to the June following the current one.   

WACCI membership is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Name(s):  _ ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City/State:_____________________________________________________  Zip:_____________

Phone Number (s): ______________________________________________________________

Email Address:_________________________________________________________________

WACCI members will be mailed the newsletter, Communiqué. If you also desire the email version 
of the newsletter, please check here:

____Please email the WACCI Communiqué to me.

Please indicate your membership level:   

_____ Benefactors - $500  _____ Sustainers - $250   _____ Supporters - $100  

_____ Friends - $50   _____ Students - $10

At all membership levels, your name will be listed periodically in the Communiqué.

____ I would like to become a board member in the future 
____ I would like to serve on a committee

Be sure to include your email address.  Mail the form to WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL, 62705, with a check payable to 
WACCI or enroll and pay online at mywacci.org.

February Meeting
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Your international 
connection begins with 
www.mywacci.org


