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October 22, 2025

Preventing Genocide: Lessons from the Past
Speaker: Ambassador Edward O’Donnell

Social: 5:30 pm
Dinner 6:15 pm
Program 7:00 pm (free)

Location: lllini Country Club, 1601 Illini Road, Springfield, IL 62704

Cost for dinners in October will be $45 for WACCI members

and $55 for non-members.

Reservations are due by October 14, 2025 by sending to WACCI,
Box 2233, Springfield, lllinois 62705 or online

at www.mywacci.org

Attendance to the Speaker’s Presentation is FREE & Open to the Public.

Come and join us for an informative
evening  with  Ambassador  Edward
O'Donnellto discuss - Preventing Genocide:
Lessons from the Past. His distinguished
Foreign Service career included positions
in German-speaking Europe, Latin America
and Afghanistan. He served as the U.S.
Ambassador and  Special Envoy for
Holocaust Issues from 2003 to 2006. He
is currently a Professor of Practice at Arizona
State University. What can we learn from the
lessons of the Holocaust and genocide that
took place in the past? What do genocide
scholars say about allegations of genocide
today? What is the difference between
genocide, war crimes, and crimes against
humanity?

Ambassador O’Donnell will share his
experiences working on these issues and
will discuss Russia’s management of the war
in Ukraine and IDF military strategy in Gaza.
Come and learn more from our visiting
expert and enjoy a delicious buffet prepared
by Chef.

continued on page 2



From the President -
Joyce Nardulli

Wow! Our fall kickoff event
on September 30 had more than
165 people in attendance. Our
speaker, retired Senior Foreign
Service Officer, Gordon Duguid,
did a fantastic job of explaining
the political realities of NATO and
what it means for the US and our
own national security. As you will
see in this newsletter, we have a
great fall lineup of “must not miss”
speakers coming to Springfield to
talk about preventing genocide
using lessons from the past as well
as the importance of the Voice of
America around the world and
what it means for the USA.

We hope you will go to our
web site at mywacci.org to sign
up for the dinners prior to the
programs and pay online by any
of the several secure payment
options offered there. Early is
better as we sold out dinner
reservations in September! Having
said that, we still urge you to tell
your friends about WACCI and
bring them along if they've never
been to one of our events. Getting
our message out there is tough
with so many different ways to find
your news today. We think that you
may be our best avenue to reach
new potential members. So, who
do you know?

Preventing Genocide: Lessons from the Past cont.

Some of you may remember
Ambassador Edward O’Donnell who
spoke about Panama last February. We
are excited to once again hear hisinsights.
Ambassador Edward O’'Donnell retired
from the career U.S. Foreign Service in
2007, after 33 years in Latin America,
Europe, and positions in Washington,
D.C. He served as the U.S. Ambassador
and Special Envy for Holocaust Issues
from 2003-2006. He served in Germany,
Austria, Panama, Colombia, and
Paraguay. In Washington D.C., he was a
negotiating Ambassador concentrating

Dinner Reservations

on Holocaust issues, a Democratic
Charter for the Americas and civil aviation
rights. He was Executive Assistant to
three Under Secretaries and Special
Assistant, U.S. State Department Policy
Planning Staff. Ambassador O'Donnell is
a Co-Founder of the Lab for Leadership,
Diplomacy and National Security and
is a Professor of Practice in the School
of Politics and Global Studies and the
Barrett Honors College at Arizona State
University. O’Donnell also served in the
active U.S. Army Reserve for 30 years.

Reservations are required for dinner and must be prepaid and
received on or before October 14 for the October 22 program and
on or before November 4 for the November 12 program. Pay online
at www.mywacci.org/future-programs/ or mail the form below.
There is no guarantee of seating beyond that date.

Seating is limited to maximum room occupancy allowed by the

Springfield Building Code.

Please make your reservations early!! See below for dinner costs.

Please detach and mail

October 22, 2025 Event

Dinner Reservation Form Deadline: October 14

Name

Per meal cost: Members $45

Non-Members $55

Cost for dinner will be $45 for WACCI members and $55 for non-members.

Total Enclosed $

Number of vegetarian meals requested

Number of gluten-free meals requests

No. Attending

Phonet

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Sprindfield, IL 62705
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org
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November 12, 2025

Voice of America
Speaker: Steven Herman

Social: 5:30 pm
Dinner 6:15 pm
Program 7:00 pm (free)

Location: lllini Country Club, 1601 lllini Road, Springfield, IL

Dinner Cost: Members $45, non-members $55. Reservation
deadline is: November 4, 2025 by sending to WACCI, Box
2233, Springfield, lllinois 62705 or online at

WWW.mywacci.org

Attendance to the Speaker’s Presentation is FREE & Open to the

Public.

Join us for a fascinating program by
Steven Herman, former White House
bureau chief and ex chief national
correspondent for the Voice of America,
who will discuss VOA's importance, from
its first broadcast during World War ll, as
it worked to counter Nazi and Japanese
propaganda, through its broadcasting
to communist countries during the Cold
War years to its almost total shutdown
this year. Herman will share insights from
his experience and examine why the
Voice of America was supported by U.S.
presidents for the past 83 years until the
current administration. He will discuss
which countries are stepping into the
void and what this means for the United
States soft power.

Steven L Herman was senior White
House correspondent from 2017 to
2021. Heis an educator, a journalist, and
an author, who was the chief national
correspondent for the Voice of America,

and subsequently was VOA's White
House bureau chief.

Herman is the author of five
books, including his latest, Behind
the White House Curtain: A Senior
Journalist’s Story of Covering the
President — and Why It Matters, a
2024 release. Herman spent more
than a quarter of a century in Asia,
including years of reporting from
Tokyo and subsequently as a VOA
correspondent and bureau chiefin
India, South Korea, and Thailand.

Herman also served in 2016
as VOA's senior diplomatic
correspondent. Herman is on
the board of governors of the
National Press Club and the board
of governors of the Overseas Press
Club of America. As of July 2025,
Herman is the executive director
at the Jordan Center for Journalism
Advocacy and Innovation at the
University of Mississippi.

November 12, 2025 Event

Dinner Reservation Form Deadline: November 4

Name

Per meal cost: Members $45

Non-Members $55

Cost for dinner will be $45 for WACCI members and $55 for non-members.

Total Enclosed $

Number of gluten-free meals requests

Number of vegetarian meals requested

No. Attending

Phone#

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org
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Why support WACCI?

With  your support, the
World  Affairs  Council Central
lllinois can continue serving as an
intermediary and an access point,
helping equip the American
public to engage thoughtfully
with the current global landscape
one conversation at a time.

As an Individual/Family
* Join and support
WACC]

* Take advantage of

WACCI programming

As a Business, a
College or University
Join and support
WACCI
* Take advantage of
Council programming
*Make a donation to
support programming
*Be a sponsor
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How You Can Support WACCI

by Barb Lestikow
We value our supporters and
the unique insights, international

experience, and sincere desire to
understand the world that they bring to
the World Affairs Council of Central lllinois

Our supporters come from a
wide range of backgrounds and
include thought leaders, international

businesses, universities, members
of the diplomatic corps, and other
individuals interested in deepening
global awareness and conversation.
We warmly welcome your interest and
involvement. Sign the form on the
newsletter and join WACCI.

Please detach and mail

WACCI Membership Form

Name(s):

Address:

City/State:

Zip:

Preferred Phone:

Email Address:

Please indicate your membership level:

Benefactors - $500

Friends-$50 ___ Students-$10

Sustainers - $250

Supporters - $100

Send form, checks, and/or requests for information to

WACCI, Box 2233, Springdfield, IL 62705



September 30, 2025 WACCI Program Summary

by Todd Knox

Gordon Duguid, current Visiting
Professorin Diplomacy and International
Affairs at lllinois State University, gave
a fascinating and timely presentation
to a packed house at lllini Country
Club - Facing Shifting Geopolitical
Tides — What's Next for NATO? Duguid
presented a brief history of NATO and
spent considerable time discussing
the current situation in Russia and the
involvement of NATO and the European
Union. He argued for the continued
existence of NATO, its need to evolve to
address changing issues, and the need
for significant involvement by the US.
He fielded many interesting questions
from the audience afterwards.

Student guests from Springfield
High School, Lincoln Land Community
College, and the University of lllinois
at Springfield were welcomed for the
evening.

The chef at lllini Country Club
prepared another wonderful pre-
program meal, featuring foods from
NATO countries: Arugula and Pear
Salad, Mixed Green Salad, Medley
of Grilled and Roasted Vegetables,
Dutchess Potatoes, Mediterranean-
Style Grilled Chicken, Sauerbraten, and
a variety of cookies for dessert.

Sponsors:

Valco

Hanson Engineers

Brandt Fertilizer

Crowdson Creative Media Productions
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