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Facing Shifting Geopolitical Tides - 
   What’s Next for NATO?
Speaker: Gordon Duguid, retired 
   Senior Foreign Service Officer
 
Social: 5:30 pm 
Dinner 6:15 pm
Program 7:00 pm (free)
Location: Illini Country Club, 1601 Illini Road, Springfield, IL 62704
 
Cost for dinners in September will be $45 for WACCI members and 
any new guest that a member brings and $55 for non-members. 
Members paying online for a new guest should pay the Member price. 
Reservations are due by September 22, 2025 by sending to 
WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, Illinois 62705 or online
 at www.mywacci.org 
Attendance to the Speaker’s Presentation is FREE & Open to the Public.

	 Join us for an informative program 
by Gordon Duguid, as he discusses his 
experience at NATO.  Learn how NATO has 
evolved, why Trans-Atlantic security is a vital 
component of our national security interests, 
how NATO meets its obligations and how 
European states see NATO  vis-à-vis the 
European Union.  Duguid will also discuss 
Putin’s views on NATO and why Russia 
opposes Ukraine’s plans to join the Alliance.  
WACCI is delighted to start our fall series 
with this timely topic. Bring your questions 
and get ready for an interesting discussion 
and a delicious buffet of foods from NATO 
countries.

continued on page 2

	 Gordon Duguid is the Donald F. 
McHenry Visiting Professor in Diplomacy and 
International Affairs, at Illinois State University, 
a two year distinguished appointment 
made possible by a gift from Ambassador 
McHenry.  Duguid served as a U.S. diplomat 
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Name___________________________________________________________ Phone#____________________________

Per meal cost:    ____Members $45   ____Non-Members $55 
Cost for dinners in September will be $45 for WACCI members and any new guest that a member brings and $55 for 
non-members. Members paying online for a new guest should pay the Member price. 

____Number of vegetarian meals requested    

____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705 
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org

September 30, 2025 Event
Dinner Reservation Form Deadline: September 22

Facing Shifting 
Geopolitical Tides 
- What’s Next for 
NATO? cont.

for three decades (1990-2020). 
His distinguished career includes 
significant assignments such 
as Chargé d’Affaires at the U.S. 
Embassy to Montenegro, deputy 
chief of mission at the U.S. Embassy 
to Serbia, and deputy spokesman 
of the Department of State. His 
diplomatic assignments also 
include roles in public diplomacy 
positions at the U.S. mission to 
NATO and U.S. embassies in 
India, Burundi, Zambia, and Zaire 
(now the Democratic Republic of 
Congo).  Duguid is also an author 
and currently serves as the program 
chair for the Public Diplomacy 
Council of America.  	

Please detach and mail

Welcome back!
by Kathy Johnson, Vice President for Programs 

	 Welcome back! We are excited to 
kick off the Fall 2025 WACCI program 
season and hope that you have had a 
great summer.  Before I tell you about 
our September program, I would like to 
remind you that it is that time of year, time 
for all of us to renew our annual WACCI 
memberships.  You can easily do so via the 
link on our website www.mywacci.org or 
by mailing in the membership form in this 
newsletter along with your check. We 
rely on generous contributions from our 
sponsors and partners, and the support 
of our wonderful members to be able to 
offer that quality speakers and programs 
that we do.  If you are able, please 
consider increasing your membership 
level or becoming a sponsor of our Young 
Ambassadors Program.  
	 I hope you will be able to join us on 
September 30th for our first program. 
We are looking forward to an informative 
evening with Gordon Duguid, a retired 
Senior Foreign Service Officer and a 
NATO expert  He will share his experience 
at and insights on NATO and will 
highlight the successful public diplomacy 
campaign he organized to help countries 
wanting to join NATO learn about alliance 
obligations and understand how the 
US viewed the NATO Alliance. He will 
also discuss Russia’s view of NATO and 
Ukraine’s desire to join NATO.  It should 
make for a lively discussion on this very 

current topic.  And, of course, chef is 
preparing a delicious buffet of dishes 
from various NATO countries.   
	 The World Affairs Council of Central 
Illinois (WACCI) is an all-volunteer 
organization, with a dedicated group 
of volunteer members of the Board of 
Directors who put in countless hours of 
their time, resources and talents to bring 
terrific program opportunities to our 
members and community.  On behalf 
of all our members, please join me in 
expressing our deep appreciation and 
thanks to our outgoing board member:
Loretta Durbin, Secretary	
	 Your hard work in support of WACCI 
has been instrumental in our ability to 
offer high quality programming to our 
members.  Thank you for serving.  
	 Also, please join me in extending a 
very warm welcome to our new board 
members. We thank you in advance for 
your willingness to serve:
Patti Sims, Registrar
Todd Knox
	 We also look forward to welcoming 
back area high school, community 
college and university students who 
participate in our Young Ambassadors 
Program.  
	 Looking forward to seeing everyone 
in September!

October 22
Preventing Genocide
Lessons From The Past
Ambassador Edward O’Donnell

November 12
Steve Herman, the Chief National 
Correspondent at the Voice 
of America, will talk about his 
experiences at the VOA, the 
importance of its work, and 
implications for US national security

Upcoming Programs
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2025Membership List
as of September 4, 2025

Benefactors:  $500 - $1000 
Rich & Carolyn Berning
Richard & Phyllis Cheaney
Darrell & Monica Davis
Fletcher & Mary Jessup Farrar
David & Laurie Farrell
Kathy Hoffmann
Kathy Johnson 
Barb & Jim Lestikow
Claire Manning & 
   Andrzej Bartke
Joyce & Steve Nardulli
Holly Novak*

Sustainers:  $250 
Charles & Jean Adams
Amber Barnhart & Stuart Frank 
Terri Cameron
Delinda Chapman & 
   Marco Mulder
Jim & Brenda Edgar*
Todd & Judy Knox 
Carolyn Kopel
David Lakeman 
Naomi Lynn
Lynn & Joe McMenamin 
Carol Stocker
Stephen & Lisa Stone
Bruce Strom
Teresa Szabo
Roy Wehrle & Vonnie Hinesley

Sponsors:  $100
Kathleen Anderson 
Rochelle Arjmand 
Dennis Barnard*
Kristi Barnwell
Mary Beaumont 
Frank Beckman*
Sandy Bellatti 
Harry & Deborah Berman
Michael & Blanca Bernasek
Robert & Nancy Colantino
Adriana & Michael Crocker 
Ed & Caroline Cunningham
Julie Dirksen
Loretta & Dick Durbin 
Barbara Ferrara 
Jacob Friefeld 
Amelia Frank & Brian Goers*

Sponsors cont. 
Audrie Haag
Keith & Ann Hamilton 
Karen Hasara
Dennis & Linda Hayes 
Richard Herdon*
Elaine Hoff*
Shelley Hoffman
Edward Huntley
Marc Jacobs*
Hendrick (Rick) Keefner* 
Janet Kenney*
Julie & Tom Krehbiel
Adarsh Kumar
Gloria C. Lamb
Tom & Bridget Lamont
Carol Little
Maurine & Hugo Magliocco
Barb & Lee Malany
Tom Marantz
Kent & Sue Massie
Christopher McDonald 
Vicki Megginson
Tom & Dee O’Brien*
Carolyn Patterson *
Bob & Carol Posegate 
Ed Rau*
Diane & Ken Ray 
Debbie & John Rigg*
Mark Russillo & Thea Chesley
Tom Ryder
Charles Schrage
Stephen Schwark 
Larry Shiner & 
   Catherine Walters
Janet A Shupe*
Bob & Natalie Silverman
Norman Sims*
Patti Sims*
Cathy & Doug Slater 
Kalith & Abigail Smith 
Mark Smith & Kathy Shephard 
Mike & Leslie Starasta
Elizabeth Starling
Harvey & Judy Stephens
Warren & Barbara Stiska
Brad & Carolyn Swanson
Randall & Joanne Thomas 
Hannelore Trautmann 

Sponsors cont. 
Robert & Anita Walbaum
David Weisbaum 
Sam Wentz*
Grace & Peter Wenz
Jadwiga & Osvaldo Wesly 
Nancy Wisleder
Sharon Zook

Friends $50
John W. Allen*
Andrew Asher *
Judith Barringer & Rich 
Kerhlikar
Thomas & Judith Bartels
Teresa Bennett 
Brandon Bolte *
Constance Locher Bussard*
Sally Cadagin 
Sam Cahnman*
Denise Church *
Greg Cox* 
Cathy Cragoe 
Corrine Davis-Carr *
Jane Denby
Kurt R. DeWeese*
Nancy Eck*
Mary Anne Elson
Lisa Fendrich 
Rick Fiddyment *
Laurel Figgins*
Nichole Floss*
Jessica Flynn*
Tony Florian
John Foley*
Scherrie Giamanco * 
Larry Golden 
Donald & Pat Graham
Steve Hamer
Mary Ann Hedlund
Joseph Hills*
Brad Hodapp *
Cathy Jacobs
John H & Ann C Kelson*
John Kennedy*
Christian Kennerly*
Tom & Carol Kerins
Cinda Klickna*
Steve & Jodie Koch

Friends cont. 
Mary Koerner
Carla & Michael Kopec*
Linda Kopecky
Dennis & Marilyn Lawler
Jill Leta*
Toney Logsdon*
Marc Loro
George & Pat Michael*
Daniel Milligan
David & Mary Carolyn Mitchell
Harry & Virginia Mitchell
Karen Moranski
Susan Nelson *
Gayle Norton*
Marilyn Okon *
Judith Pensoneau-Feurer
Bud Pruitt *
Dan Punzak*
Steve & Libby Rambach
Kathryn Ransom
Kent & Janet Redfield
Elaine Reinkemeyer
Nate Rice*
Nicole Roth 
Wayne Rovey 
Babette Salus*
David & Virginia Scott
Charles Sheaff*
Erica Smith
Shipra Somani
Jeffrey & Linda Storm
Megan Styles
Glenn Ualat*
Jolene Vollmer
Judy Wagenblast 
Poppenhagen *
Janie Williams
John E. Williams*
Karen & Randy Witter

Students $10
Elizabeth Coder*
Sara Jasim 
Mark McDonald *
Sheryl Murray
Charlene Vollmer*
Stanley Zebulon*
*Denotes new members
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Your international 
connection begins with 
www.mywacci.org


