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Cost for dinners in February will be $45 for WACCI members  
and $55 for non-members. 

Reservations are due by February 10, 2026 by sending to WACCI, 
Box 2233, Springfield, Illinois 62705 or online 
at www.mywacci.org
Attendance to the Speaker’s Presentation is FREE & Open to the Public.

February 19, 2026 

“Mexico and Migration” 

Complete details on website when available.

Social: 5:30 pm
Dinner 6:15 pm
Program 7:00 pm (free)
Location: Illini Country Club, 1601 Illini Road, Springfield, IL 62704

Cost for dinners in March will be $45 for WACCI members  
and $55 for non-members. 

Reservations are due by March 1, 2026 by sending to WACCI, 
Box 2233, Springfield, Illinois 62705 or online 
at www.mywacci.org
Attendance to the Speaker’s Presentation is FREE & Open to the Public.

March 10, 2026 

“Coffee and the World: A Global Story in Every Cup”

Cocktails: 5:30 pm
Dinner 6:15 pm
Program 7:00 pm (free)
Location: Illini Country Club, 1601 Illini Road, Springfield, IL 62704
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World Affairs Council Awarded Student Scholarship 
to World Conference
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	 Once again, the World Affairs 
Council of Central Illinois submitted a 
nomination for a student scholarship 
to attend the World Affairs Council 
of America national conference. We 
were so pleased that our student was 
awarded. Please meet Ko’u Anela 
Hopkins.
	 “My name is Ko’u Anela Hopkins, 
and I am a junior at the University of 
Illinois Springfield, where I major 
in Global Studies with a focus on 
International Diplomacy and minor 
in both History and Political Science. 
My academic journey has provided 
me with a deep understanding of 
international peacebuilding, a grasp 
of the complexities involved in global 
governance, and an appreciation for 
how historical events shape present-
day international relations. Through 
my studies, I have learned that the 
challenges of conflict and cooperation 
between nations require a thoughtful 
balance of diplomacy and pragmatic 
action.
	 My passion for international affairs 
extends far beyond the classroom. As 
an International Student Ambassador, I 
work closely with international students 
on campus, guiding them through the 
nuances of university life in America, a 
role I cherish because it fosters genuine 
cross-cultural connections. My time 
abroad in Germany as a Rotary Youth 

Ambassador exposed me to diverse 
cultures firsthand. Living with host families, 
learning about German traditions, and 
teaching English to refugees enriched 
my perspective on global challenges 
and inspired me to advocate for peaceful 
solutions and cultural exchange wherever 
possible.
	 I have also been actively involved in 
leadership initiatives that promote social 
justice and environmental advocacy. 
Recognized as a Lincoln Scholar and 
a Dean’s List honoree at my university, 
I have balanced academic excellence 
with significant community service. My 
work with the Girl Scouts, where I led a 
nationally recognized project aimed at 
stopping Asian hate during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and my participation in 
several international forums, including 
the National Model United Nations, 
have shaped me into a proactive leader 
dedicated to creating positive change.”

From the President - 
Joyce Nardulli

Happy New Year! We are 
very excited about the program-
ming coming to WACCI in 2026. 
In addition to our 2025 Scholar-
ship winner, Ko’u Hopkins, who 
attended the World Affairs Coun-
cil of America national confer-
ence in November; board mem-
ber Rochelle Arjmand and I also 
attended. We were simply blown 
away by the quality of speak-
ers and moderators who spoke 
about the status of America in 
the world today and what they 
expect to see in the future. We 
met with many of the speakers: 
Ambassadors, colonels, interna-
tional business leaders, and re-
porters to see if they’d be willing 
to keynote a program in Spring-
field. Nearly two dozen speakers 
said they would! As always, we 
provide the travel expenses. We 
hope to combine speaker visits 
with Peoria and St. Louis World 
Affairs Councils in the future to 
hold down costs. That said, we 
still rely on memberships to make 
ends meet. We welcome you to 
join us in our “worldly” efforts 
and invite your friends to join us. 
Please go to our website at www.
mywacci.org to join/rejoin us 
and to sign up for our February 
program. See you soon!

Please detach and mail

Name___________________________________________________________ Phone#____________________________

Per meal cost:  ____Members $45   ____Non-Members $55  
Cost for dinner will be $45 for WACCI members and $55 for non-members. 

____Number of vegetarian meals requested    

____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________
Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705 
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org

February 19, 2026 Event
Dinner Reservation Form: Deadline - February 10
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Blanca Maria Castro 
Executive Director
International Women’s Coffee 
Alliance

Sharon Riechers
Sr. Director, Global Sales 
Administration
BUNN
and
President, Global Board of 
Directors
International Women’s Coffee 
Alliance

“Coffee and the World: A Global Story in Every Cup”  
continued

	 Join us for an informative conversation 
with Blanca Maria Castro, the Executive 
Director of the International Women’s 
Coffee Alliance (IWCA) and Sharon 
Riechers, the President of the IWCA Board 
of Directors. Learn about how the IWCA 
empowers women in the international 
coffee community to improve their 
market access and to maintain sustainable 
livelihoods.  Listen to their stories of 
capacity building and market growth.  
Find out about the Springfield coffee 
connection and about critical challenges 
facing the global coffee industry.  What 
about the effects of climate change, pricing 
volatility and supply chain disruptions?  
What market forces are at play? Chef has 
prepared a delicious buffet of international 
foods to set the stage for our discussion.  
Come and join us for a deep dive into the 
world of coffee.  
	 The International Women’s 
Coffee Alliance – IWCA- is a non-
profit organization, supporting the 
establishment of associations of women 
in the coffee sector to achieve gender 
equality and sustainable lives.    Currently 
IWCA works with 36 chapters around the 
world, in coffee producing and consuming 
countries.

	 Blanca Maria Castro, IWCA’s 
Executive Director, with more than 16 
years working in the coffee industry.   
Her relationship with IWCA was first as 
volunteer, supporting IWCA chapters 
in Central America and later as Coffee 
Consultant for the International Trade 
Center when some IWCA Chapters in 
East Africa were formed.   With strong 
knowledge of 5 languages, she has 
a wide network and experience that 
enables her to identify needs and 
solutions to approach the coffee market. 
Today she leads a small staff team, serving 
and supporting the programs and 
projects of these 36 organizations….  
and counting!
	 Sharon Riechers, CPA, MBA is 
the Senior Director of Global Sales 
Administration at BUNN.  She began 
her career at KPMG before joining 
BUNN in the Finance Department, 
then transitioned to the Senior Director 
position of Global Sales Administration.  
She has been on the Board of Directors 
for the International Women’s Coffee 
Alliance since 2012, serving as both 
Treasurer and Board Chair.

Please detach and mail

Name___________________________________________________________ Phone#____________________________

Per meal cost:  ____Members $45   ____Non-Members $55  
Cost for dinner will be $45 for WACCI members and $55 for non-members. 

____Number of vegetarian meals requested    

____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________
Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705 
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org

March 10, 2026 Event
Dinner Reservation Form: Deadline - March 1
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2026 WACCI Great Decisions Program

	 Once again, a great lineup of topics and discussions will take place starting March 25 
through April 29. We have a new meeting location. Details and topics are listed below: 

2026 WACCI Great Decisions Schedule
7:00-9:00 PM

LLCC MEDICAL DISTRICT campus 
130 W Mason St, Springfield, IL 62702 

Well lit parking and security on location.

March 25	 America and the World: Trump 2.0 Foreign Policy
	 Trump Tariffs and the Future of the World Economy- Kickoff event 
	 with high school students invited. Panel discussion. 
	 Moderated by Kalith Smith
	 Panel: Sam Barbour, Brandon Bolte, Adriana Crocker, 
	 Brandon Derman, Chris McDonald, Roy Wherle

April 1	 U.S. - China Relations– Roy Wherle

April 8	 Ukraine and the Future of European Security– Chris McDonald

April 15	 U.S. Engagement of Africa– Brandon Bolte

April 22	 Multilateral Institutions in a Changing World Order– Brandon Derman

April 29	  The Future of Human Rights and International Law– Adriana Crocker

Program Registration: The program is free and open to the public, however, 
registration and payment of $35 is required to receive a copy of the Great Decisions 
2025 Briefing Book. 

Register and pay online: Great Decision Registration Form at 
https://mywacci.org/great-decisions/

Business Sponsors

Institutional 
and Corporate 
Contributors

	 The World Affairs Council of Central 
Illinois welcomed Steven L. Herman, current 
Executive Director at the Jordan Center 
for Journalism Advocacy and Innovation 
at the University of Mississippi and former 
Senior White House Correspondent, Chief 
National Correspondent for the Voice of 

America (VOA), and White House 
Bureau Chief for the VOA, for his 
presentation titled Voice of America. 
Mr. Herman gave an insightful and 
informative talk to a sold-out crowd 
at Illini Country Club, including a brief 
history of the VOA, its role and impact 

over its 83-year history, and the effects of its 
cancellation earlier this year by the Trump 

WACCI Program Summary, November 12, 2025

administration. He took many questions 
from the audience, giving further insight 
into his experience and expertise.
	 Guests included students from 
Rochester High School, Lanphier High 
School, and the University of Illinois 
at Springfield, as well as Senator Dick 
Durbin, who gave a few comments as 
well.
	 The Illini Country Club chefs provided 
another wonderful international-based 
meal, including Kachumber Salad, Green 
Papaya Salad, Aromatic Jasmine Rice, 
Blend of Sautéed Vegetables, Spicy Pork 
Bulgogi, Tempura Fried Chicken, and 
Barfi for dessert.

Partner: 

Educational Collaborators:

University of Illinois, Springfield
Lincoln Land Community College
SIU School of Medicine
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WACCI Membership Form

Name(s):_ __________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________  

City/State:_______________________________________________Zip:_ _______

Preferred Phone: _ ___________________________________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________________

Please indicate your membership level:   

_____ Benefactors - $500  _____ Sustainers - $250    _____ Sponsors - $100  

_____ Friends - $50   _____ Students - $10

Send form, checks, and/or requests for information to

 WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, 62705

2026
Benefactors $500-$1,500
Rich & Carolyn Berning
David & Laurie Farrell
Kathy Hoffmann
Andrzej Bartke & 
   Claire Manning
Joyce & Steve Nardulli
Stephen & Lisa Stone

Sustainers $250
Charles & Jean Adams
Terri Cameron
Shelley Hoffman
Todd & Judy Knox 
Carolyn Kopel
David & Mary Caroline 
   Mitchell
Bob & Carol Posegate
Bob & Natalie Silverman 
Norman & Patti Sims
Carol Stocker
Samuel Traylor

Sponsors $100
Rochelle Arjmand 
Dennis Barnard
Thomas & Judith Bartels
Mary Beaumont 
Sandy Bellatti 
Harry & Deborah Berman
Donald Broughton*
Barbara Butler*
Sally Cadagin 
Derrell & Monica Davis
Corrine Davis-Corr 
Loretta & Dick Durbin 
Larry Golden 
Elaine Hoff*
Jason Hudson*
Cinda Klickna
Regina Kovach*
Carol Little
Barb & Lee Malany
Barbara Mackey*
Kent & Sue Massie
Christopher McDonald 
Louis Midiri*
Edward O’Donnell*
Carolyn Patterson 
Steve & Libby Rambach

Sponsors  cont.
Ed Rau
Debbie & John Rigg*
Tom Ryder
Charles Schrage
Janet A Shupe
Catherine & Douglas Slater
Harvey & Judy Stephens
Jeffrey & Linda Storm
Teresa Szabo
Anita & Robert Walbaum
David Weisbaum 
Grace & Peter Wenz
Jadwiga & Osvaldo Wesly 
Sharon Zook

Friends $50
Lorimor Barton*
Teresa Bennett
Greg Cox 
Cathy Cragoe *
Adriana & Michael Crocker
Rick Fiddyment 

Membership List
as of January 9, 2026

Friends cont. 
Laurel Figgins*
John Foley*
Mary Ann Hedlund
Brad Hodapp
Cathy Jacobs
Monica Jenot & David  
   Claunch*
John H & Ann C Kelson
Steve & Jodie Koch
Mary Koerner
Andrew Michael Kopec
Carla Kopec
Elizabeth Kosmetatou*
Dennis & Marilyn Lawler
Terry Logsdon*
Barry Marks & Nancy Sage
Roxanna Martin*
Vicki Megginson
Sheryl Murray
Susan Nelson
Maria & Paul Oglesby*

Friends cont. 
Dan Punzak*
Kathryn Ransom
Lindsay Record*
Nate Rice*
Renee Rothchild*
Babette Salus*
Kathleen Sheridan*
Barbara & Warren Stiska
Jolene Vollmer 
Robert & Judy Wenz*

Student $10
Nathan Golden*
Cameron Hudgins*
Aden Marucco*
Mark McDonald 
Gertrude Nyabawa*
Hannah Poppenhouse*
Melanie Wiediger*
Stanley Zebulon*
*Denotes new members
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Your international 
connection begins with 
www.mywacci.org


