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April 14, 2026

“Why Foreign Assistance Matters: American
Leadership in a Changing World”

Speaker: Chris Milligan, retired Senior Foreign Service

Officer with USAID

Social: 5:30 pm
Dinner 6:15 pm
Program 7:00 pm (free)

Location: Illini Country Club, 1601 lllini Road, Springfield, IL 62704
Cost for dinners will be $45 for WACCI members and $55 for

non-members.

Reservations are due by April 6, 2026 by sending to WACCI,
Box 2233, Springfield, lllinois 62705 or online

at www.mywacci.org

Attendance to the Speaker’s Presentation is FREE & Open to the Public.

Chris  Milligan ~ will  share his
perspective on why foreign assistance
is vital to America’s national interest. He
will discuss the importance of USAID’s
mission and how supporting a stable
and prosperous world advances U.S.
security and prosperity, particularly
amid today’s global challenges and a
changing world order.

Milligan served more than 30 years
at USAID advancing U.S. development
and humanitarian goals, particularly in
crisis and political transition settings.
Over the course of his career, he led
major initiatives that strengthened the

effectiveness of U.S. foreign assistance and
advanced American foreign policy priorities.
He served as Counselor to USAID (2018-2021),
Mission Director in Madagascar and Burma, and
held several senior policy and leadership roles.
HeledtheU.S. government’s $1 billionresponse
to the 2010 Haiti earthquake, established the
USG recovery programs in Irag during the war,
and has served in Indonesia, Zimbabwe, and
Ecuador. He currently serves as Co-Chair of the
USAID Alumni Association. Mr. Milligan holds
degrees from Georgetown University's School
of Foreign Service and Johns Hopkins School
of Advanced International Studies, a Certificat
d’Ftudes Politiques from Sciences Po Paris,
continued on page 3



“Why Foreign Assistance Matters: American
Leadership in a Changing World” continued

and is a distinguished graduate of the
National War College of the National
Defense University.

Drawing on more than thirty years
of development and humanitarian
experience, Mr. Milligan will highlight
lessons from his work in Irag, Burma,
and other countries, as well as his
leadership of the U.S. government's
disaster response following the Haiti
earthquake.

From the President - Joyce Nardulli

First, I'd like to give a huge THANK
YOU to every single one of our
members, sponsors and supporters
of the World Affairs Council of Central
lllinois. We are blown away by how loyal
and regular you have been in attending
our programs.

Now I'd like to you to focus on the
Great Decisions Program of 2026 which
is absolutely FREE to you. We have aline
up of six phenomenal programs over
six weeks beginning March 25 through
April 29.

* America and the World: Trump 2.0
Foreign Policy — March 25
* US-China Relations — April 1

* Ukraine and the Future European
Security — April 8
* US Engagement of Africa— April 15
* Multilateral Institutions in a Changing
World Order — April 22
* The Future of Human Rights and
Internation Law — April 29
All of these programs are at LLCC
Medical Campus, 130 W. Mason, Spfld.
IL with security and lighted parking. They
run from 7-9 p.m. We hope you will
come and check out the informative and
educational programs at this new venue
and find out about our hidden gem -
right here in Springfield. You won't be
disappointed!

Please detach and mail

Name

April 14, 2026 Event

Phone#

Per meal cost:

Members $45

Non-Members $55

Cost for dinner will be $45 for WACCI members and $55 for non-members.

Total Enclosed $

Number of vegetarian meals requested

Number of gluten-free meals requests

No. Attending

Dinner Reservation Form: Deadline - April 6

Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Sprindfield, IL 62705
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org
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May 7, 2026

Russian and Chinese Influence in the Caribbean,
a conversation with Ambassador Linda Swartz
Taglialatela

Social: 5:30 pm

Dinner6:15 pm

Program 7:00 pm (free)

Location: llini Country Club, 1601 Illini Road, Springfield, IL 62704

Cost for dinners in February will be $45 for WACCI members and $55
for non-members.

Reservations are due by April 27, 2026 by sending to WACCI,
Box 2233, Sprindfield, lllinois 62705 or online at
www.mywacci.org

Attendance to the Speaker’s Presentation is FREE & Open to the Public.

Join us for a fascinating evening
focussed on the Eastern Caribbean, a
vibrant and diverse region grappling with
a unique set of challenges. Ambassador
Linda Taglialatela will  discuss her
experience as she served as the U. S.
Ambassador to seven Caribbean nations
(Barbados, Antigua and  Barbuda,
Dominca, Grenada, Saint Kitts and Neuvis,
Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines) from 2016 to 2023. She will and counter-narcotics efforts.  The
discuss Russian and Chinese influence in  Ambassador will share her insights on
the region, the impact of climate change, efforts to address security challenges
economic uncertainties after the pandemic  and to improve disaster preparedness.

Please detach and mail

May 7, 2026 Event
Dinner Reservation Form: Deadline - April 27

Name Phone#

Per meal cost: _____Members $45 ____Non-Members $55
Cost for dinner will be $45 for WACCI members and $55 for non-members.

Number of vegetarian meals requested

Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $ No. Attending
Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org
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March Program Summary

OnMarch 10, once again, the WACCI program was a sell out. Coffee and the World: A
Global Story in Every Cup was co-presented by Blanca Maria Castro, Executive Director of
the International Women's Coffee Alliance (IWCA), and Sharon Riechers, Senior Director
of Global Sales Administration at BUNN, Springfield. IWCA has 37 chapters around the
world helping women coffee producers. Red coffee cherries grow in bunches and are
hand-picked; the bean is inside. Coffee is the fourth most traded agriculture item in the
world (after corn, wheat, and soybeans). Participants learned about the challenges facing
coffee producers, the “profiles” (distinct tastes of various coffees), the biggest producer
of coffee — Brazil, the country with the largest consumption of coffee - Finland's residents
drink 9-12 cups a day, plus much more.

lllini chefs served a meal of Mayan salad, Chojin salad, stewed black beans, roasted
yucca and fried plantains, coffee roasted chicken, black cocoa nib and chili rubbed
sirloin, and a sweet short bread cookie.

Studentswhoattended included Springfield High School students, Layla Hollinshead,
Finn Sharp, and Max Renfro, along with teachers Erin Emery and Jeff Emery, and UIS
student Getrude Nyabawa.




2026 WACCI Great Decisions Program

Once again, a great lineup of topics and discussions will take place starting March 25
through April 29. We have a new meeting location. Details and topics are listed below:

2026 WACCI Great Decisions Schedule
7:00-9:00 PM
LLCC MEDICAL DISTRICT campus
130 W Mason St, Sprindfield, IL 62702
Well lit parking and security on location.

March 25 America and the World: Trump 2.0 Foreign Policy

April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22
April 29

Trump Tariffs and the Future of the World Economy- Kickoff event
with high school students invited. Panel discussion.

Moderated by Kalith Smith

Panel: Sam Barbour, Brandon Bolte, Adriana Crocker,

Brandon Derman, Chris McDonald, Roy Wherle

U.S. - China Relations— Roy Wherle

Ukraine and the Future of European Security— Chris McDonald

U.S. Engagement of Africa— Brandon Bolte

Multilateral Institutions in a Changing World Order- Brandon Derman

The Future of Human Rights and International Law— Adriana Crocker

Program Registration: The program is free and open to the public, however,
registration and payment of $35 is required to receive a copy of the Great Decisions
2025 Briefing Book.

Register and pay online: Great Decision Registration Form at
https://mywacci.org/great-decisions/

Name(s):
Address:
City/State:
Preferred Phone:

Email Address:

WACCI Membership Form

Zip:

Please indicate your membership level:

Benefactors - $500

Sustainers-$250 ____ Sponsors - $100

Friends-$50 ___ Students-$10

Send form, checks, and/or requests for information to

WACKCI, Box 2233, Sprindfield, 62705

Business Sponsors

BRANDT
¥ BUNN

CROWDSON
CREATIVE

MEDIA PRODUCTION

Vokes,

Awards & More, Inc.

Institutional
and Corporate

Contributors
Partner:

LA lllinois

NYUIS

Educational Collaborators:
University of llinois, Springfield
Lincoln Land Community College
SIU School of Medicine

UNIVERSITY OF

ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD

g

Lincoln Land
Community

SIU SCHOOL of MEDICINE
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