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C O M M U N I Q U É

Cost for dinners will be $45 for WACCI members and $55 for 
non-members. 

Reservations are due by September 8, 2026 by sending to:
WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, Illinois 62705 
or online at www.mywacci.org
Attendance to the Speaker’s Presentation is FREE & Open to the Public.

September 17, 2026 

“Ghosts of Glasnost: A Veteran Journalist Revisits the 
Collapse of the USSR for clues to the Rise of Putin’s 
Russia” 

Speaker: Jeffrey Trimble

Social: 5:30 pm
Dinner 6:15 pm
Program 7:00 pm (free)
Location: Illini Country Club, 1601 Illini Road, Springfield, IL 62704

	 Join us for an informative discussion 
with Jeffrey Trimble, an international 
journalist, editor, and media manager 
for more than 40 years including 
two decades in U.S. international 
broadcasting, where his posts included 
Acting President of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty.  We will look back to see 
what we might learn from “The Ghosts 
of Glasnost.” The setting: It was a young 
journalist’s dream assignment: Moscow, 

1986-1991, the turbulent final five years of the 
Soviet Union, as the largest country in the world 
collapsed. As bureau chief for U.S. News & 
World Report magazine, he documented the 
rise and fall of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
and his ambitious but ultimately failed attempts 
to reform and modernize the USSR. In his talk, 
Jeff will revisit those tumultuous years and his 
reporting from that time for clues – missed or 
not fully appreciated in the rush of fast-paced 

We look forward to seeing you at  our
 first 2026-2027 program!

continued on page 2
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“Ghosts of Glasnost: A Veteran Journalist Revisits 
the Collapse of the USSR for clues to the Rise of 
Putin’s Russia” continued

Page 2

Please detach and mail

Name___________________________________________________________ Phone#____________________________

Per meal cost:  ____Members $45   ____Non-Members $55  
Cost for dinner will be $45 for WACCI members and $55 for non-members. 

____Number of vegetarian meals requested    

____Number of gluten-free meals requests

Total Enclosed $___________________________  No. Attending______________
Please mail this form with check payable to: WACCI, Box 2233, Springfield, IL 62705 
Dinner reservations can also be made online at www.mywacci.org

September 17, 2026 Event
Dinner Reservation Form: Deadline - September 8

developments and pressing deadlines 
– about the future Russia that would 
emerge from the ashes of the Soviet 
Union and the chaotic tenure of Boris 
Yelstin: a revanchist, tightly controlled 
authoritarian state, now more than two 
decades under the iron rule of ex-KGB 
agent Vladimir Putin.
	 Trimble, who joined us last November 
when veteran Voice of America (VOA) 
journalist Steve Herman spoke to WACCI, 
also will be ready to provide an update 
on recent developments concerning the 
Trump administration’s ongoing efforts to 
shut down or severely constrain VOA and 
the other U.S. international broadcasters. 
Join us for this fascinating conversation 
and a delicious buffet of regional cuisine.  
	 Trimble has been an international 
journalist, editor, and media manager for 
more than 40 years. During 15 years at U.S. 
News & World Report magazine (1982-
1997) Trimble’s assignments included 
Assistant Managing Editor, Foreign 
Editor, Moscow Bureau Chief (during 
the final five years before the collapse of 
the USSR), Mediterranean Bureau Chief 
(covering the Vatican, southern Europe 
and the Balkans, the Middle East and 
Africa), diplomatic correspondent, and 
regional correspondent (New York City).

	 At Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty (1997-2007) Trimble’s positions 
included Acting President, Director of 
Broadcasting (in charge of all editorial 
content for 28 language services), and 
Director of Policy and Strategic Planning.
	 From 2007-2018 Trimble held 
leadership positions at the Broadcasting 

continued on page 3

October  date TBD 

Portraits of American 
Diplomacy - panel led by Tom 
Selinger and Exhibit – Engage 
America

November 19

Misinformation and 
Disinformation by Karl Stolz

December 1 

Ukraine with Ambassador 
George Kent 

Mark Your 
Calendars for 
Fall Programs
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“Ghosts of Glasnost: A Veteran Journalist Revisits 
the Collapse of the USSR for clues to the Rise of 
Putin’s Russia” continued
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	 Under the leadership of Dr. Roy Wehrle 
and Dr. Chris McDonald, we were very 
pleased to offer the first WACCI summer 
book discussion series. Thanks to a very 
generous donation from a wonderful 
supporter, who has asked to remain 
anonymous, we were able to provide 
interested members with a copy of the 
book, The Triangle of Power, Rebalancing 
the New World Order, by Alexander 
Stubb, the President of Finland. 
	 The group met for two evenings in July 
at the Westminster Presbyterian Church. 
In the book, the author identifies what 
he sees as the major weaknesses in the 
international system today and proposes 
a plan to address them. The group 
discussed the rise of illiberal nationalism 
and what might come next following the 
end of the post-Cold War Era, as well as 
conflicting interests of the Global East, 
Global West and Global South. 

WACCI 2026 Summer Book Discussion Series

Board of Governors (renamed in 2018 as the 
U.S. Agency for Global Media) including 
Deputy Director, Executive Director, and 
Director of Policy and Research.
	 Trimble is a guest lecturer at Ohio 
State University, where he has taught 
courses on international communications, 
disinformation as a foreign policy tool, and 
media and terrorism. He chairs the Board 
of Directors at Eurasianet, an independent 
news organization based at Columbia 
University’s Harriman Institute that covers 
news from and about the South Caucasus 
and Central Asia.

	 Trimble earned BA and MA degrees at 
Ohio State. His graduate studies included 
three exchange programs in the Soviet 
Union, and he is a fluent Russian speaker.
	 Reservations due September 8. $45 
members/$55 non-members by sending 
to WACCI, Box 2223, Springfield, Illinois 
62705 or online at www.mywacci.org 
(preferred)

REMINDER
If you have not yet renewed your membership, please visit www.mywacci.org.

	 Discussion showed that members 
were not as informed about the ‘Middle 
Income countries’ of the Global South 
such as Indonesia, India, Brazil, etc.
Author Stubb emphasized these countries 
demand for a place at the table formulating 
the emerging new world order. These 
countries insist on obtaining the best 
economic deals and trade from the great 
powers, not alignment with them.
	 Thank you to Roy and Chris for their 
insightful leadership and lending their 
expertise to the conversations. And 
huge thanks to the generous donor, who 
purchased many copies of this very special 
book to hand out to WACCI members 
and book discussion participants. There 
was resounding interest in doing a book 
discussion group again in the future.



Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Springfield, IL
Permit No. 443P.O. Box 2233 

Springfield, IL 62705 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Your international 
connection begins with 
www.mywacci.org


